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BY HARRY GREGSON-WILLIAMS

PRODUCED
BY NEAL H. MORITZ  TOBY JAFFE DIRECTED
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SANTA MONICA AMC Criterion 6
888/AMC-4FUN

SHERMAN OAKS
At The Sherman Oaks Galleria
818/501-0753

DOWNTOWN L.A.
Regal Cinemas L.A. Live Stadium 14

800/FANDANGO #4046

UNIVERSAL CITY
CityWalk Stadium 19 with IMAX®

888/AMC-4FUN

WEST LOS ANGELES
Rave 18

310/568-9950

HOLLYWOOD   
At Sunset & Vine 323/464-4226

L.A./BEVERLY HILLS Pacifi c’s The Grove
Stadium 14 • 323/692-0829 #209

CENTURY CITY AMC Century 15
888/AMC-4FUN

and at a theater near you CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES
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ART MAJORS REPORTED MOST SATISFIED AND “HAPPY”
Even with student loans and the dreaded post-college job hunt, 
there’s one major with graduates still smiling. A national study 
from SNAAP, the Strategic National Arts Alumni Project, found 
that Americans with arts degrees are generally more satisfied 
with their careers and experiences in education. The report 
included more than 36,000 arts alumni of all ages from over 66 
institutions in the United States and Canada. It was found that 
nine out of 10 arts graduates who are currently employed are 
satisfied with the job they have. Of these respondents, 82 percent 
were satisfied with the amount of creativity they could express 
in their work. Only 4 percent of the alumni respondents are 
currently unemployed and a small 3 percent of all employed art 
graduates are “very dissatisfied” with their current job. 

CANNIBALISM GETS THE MUSICAL TREATMENT?
Many will remember the 1991 hit The Silence of the Lambs for 
its Oscar-winning acting and memorably gruesome scenes. 
However, now this film is being brought back into the limelight 
by different means. Hannibal will now be singing in an upcoming 
musical based on the film. Its West Coast premiere will debut 
at the Hayworth Theater on September 8. The show, titled 

“Silence!,” stemmed from a number of popular internet songs 
and a screenplay spoofing the film. The two came together and 
formed the show, which has already opened off-Broadway a year 
ago. The musical has already received massive praise, as well as 
being included on TIME’s Top 10 Musical list of 2011. Some are 
already touting it as the next “Book of Mormon.”

DJ TIESTO COMING TO L.A.
One of the world’s top DJs will be making his Los Angeles stop 
at none other than the Staples Center. Consistently selling out 
the largest venues all over the United States, this unprecedented 
show is already being hyped up as one of the industry’s biggest 
spectacles to this date. October of last year saw Tiesto perform 
at The Home Depot Center with opening acts Dada Life, Diplo 
and Porter Robinson. The show was completely sold out, and 
was billed as the largest one DJ gig in U.S. history. Kaskade 
made a recent stop at the Staples Center as well, and was met 
with massive success, selling out the entire stadium. Kaskade’s 
show and Tiesto’s Home Depot concert have been billed as the 
two largest in EDM history, which only bodes well for Tiesto’s 
upcoming October stop. Tickets are on sale now for the concert 
on October 20. 

BY AVIEL CHANG ANd SUSAN dENG

NEWS  VIEWS
The latest from Los Angeles and beyond.

After performing at the Home depot 
Center last year to a crowd of 

26,000 fans, Tiesto is ready to take 
over the Staples Center in October.

 Esthetic Restorations
 

 All procedures are performed 
by Post-graduate Dentists

and supervised by Clinical Faculty
of the Center for Esthetic Dentistry

call (310)825-4736 for an appointment

UCLA School of Dentistry, Westwood Campus

Left Photo: (Before) Existing tooth-colored fillings and porcelain crown
Right Photo: (After) IPS e.max all-ceramic crowns and veneers

SChooL oF DEntIStRy 
Center for Esthetic Dentistry 

“BLEACHING SPECIAL: $250”

                  Teach English in Japan 
Live and work in Japan teaching English at one 

of AEON’s 300+ branch schools throughout Japan 

• 270,000 Japanese Yen monthly starting salary 
• 3 one-week paid vacations per year + 5 personal days 

• Subsidized, furnished apartment 
• Contract completion bonus 

• Health insurance   • Paid training in Japan 
 

Interviewing year round at our Los Angeles Office 
Apply today!   

 www.aeonet.com 
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Rated R for Strong Bloody Violence, Pervasive Language and Some Nudity.

Please note: Run-of-engagement passes are good Monday - Thursday (excluding holidays). Run-of-engagement passes received through this promotion do not guarantee you a seat at the theatre. Seating is on a first-come, first-served basis and is open to paying customers. All federal, 

state and local regulations apply. A recipient of tickets assumes any and all risks  related to use of ticket, and accepts any restrictions required by ticket provider. Anchor Bay Films, WWE Studios, Campus Circle and their affiliates accept no responsibility or liability in connection with 

any loss or accident incurred in connection with use of a prize. Tickets cannot be exchanged, transferred or redeemed for cash, in whole or in part. We are not responsible if, for any reason, winner is unable to use his/her ticket in whole or in part. Not responsible for lost, delayed or 

misdirected entries. All federal and local taxes are the responsibility of the winner. Void where prohibited by law. No purchase necessary. Participating sponsors, their employees and family members and their agencies are not eligible. NO PHONE CALLS!

one Lucky  
WinneR  

WiLL aLso Receive 
a gift ceRtificate  

to 



6  Campus Circle 8.16.12 - 8.29.12 Film | Music | Culture6 Film | Music | Culture6 Film | Music | Culture6 Film | Music | Culture

FILM: FEATURE

SET IN THE MOTOWN ERA OF DETROIT in the 1960s, Sparkle 
tells the tale of three sisters and the struggles they face on their 
way to stardom. It is a remake of the original movie with the 
same title, Sparkle, released by Warner Brothers in 1976.

Williams sisters Delores (Tika Sumpter), Sparkle (Jordin 
Sparks) and Sister (Carmen Ejogo) must endure the obstacles 
that are slowly ripping their family apart while chasing their 
dreams to become Motown superstars. Producer Debra Martin 
Chase revealed that the film, which took two months to shoot, 
was actually a 12-year journey for her and music legend and 
supporting actress in the film, Whitney Houston.

The idea to re-make Sparkle was actually Houston’s idea 
over 12 years ago, with the lead character of Sparkle originally 
to be played by R&B singer Aaliyah. But when Aaliyah passed 
away suddenly from a plane crash in 2001, all operations ceased. 
Chase said that after the tragedy, no one wanted to continue 
or even talk about the film. Eventually, plans for Sparkle were 
up and running again, with a few changes of course. Houston 
was the first person cast for the film, and while she originally 
wanted to play the role of Sister, she ended up starring as Emma 
Williams, mother to the sisters.

For Chase, the re-production of such a cult classic like 
Sparkle made a lot of sense to her: “It has a universal story and 
is timeless. And as much as we love the original movie, I knew it 
could be improved upon.”

The accomplished producer saw a huge opportunity to 
capitalize on what people loved about the original, and to add 
something in that would appeal to new audiences. Excited with 
the outcome of the movie, Chase attributes it to the “delicious 
dialogue” that screenwriter Mara Brock Akil wrote, and of 
course, the hard-working cast. One of the most exceptional of 
the cast is “American Idol”-winner Jordin Sparks, who was only 
known as a singer until this movie came along.

Sparks said she knew she wanted the part as soon as she 
finished reading the script and felt an emotional connection. 

The fact that she was nicknamed Sparkle growing up made it 
even more perfect. Despite her lack of acting experience, the 
precocious 22-year-old got the role and showed that she was up 
for the challenge.

“I was so excited and also in disbelief,” Sparks said about 
getting the lead role. “It’s a lot of pressure; I can’t walk in there 
and do terrible. If I’m bad then the whole movie tanks!”

Director Salim Akil said it was the look of innocence in 
Sparks’s eyes that intrigued him to cast her as Sparkle.

“She was a mystery … I thought that was good for the role. 
And we always knew she could sing. Now, you know she is an 
amazing actor,” he says.

Sparks truly enjoyed shooting Sparkle and said she has 
always wanted to act, but had always put music as her top 
priority. The soulful singer started doing Broadway in the fall, 
and that’s what really sparked (no pun intended) her interest in 
acting. Stating that she’s now bitten by the acting bug, Sparks is 
already shooting a new movie, Inevitable Defeat of Mister and 
Pete, co-starring Alicia Keys and Jennifer Hudson.

“I have always been a drama queen,” she says of her 
newfound career and passion for acting. “And 20 years from 
now when I talk about my first movie, I get to say it was Sparkle.”

Not only has Sparkle kick-started her acting career, but 
the chart-topping vocalist says it has also helped in creating her 
latest album, which will be different from her previous releases.

“Sparkle gave me the opportunity to do a different genre of 
music,” she explains.

Sparks’s new album will include sounds reminiscent 
of early Mariah Carey and early Houston, whom she got to 
collaborate with for Sparkle.

Sparks professed that working with Houston was 
everything she dreamed of and more. Calling Houston one of 
her idols, Sparks described how she had to keep her cool when 
doing scenes with Houston. And while Sparks states she’s still in 
denial that Houston’s gone, she said she’s glad that this was her 

final performance.
“She lights up the screen, and I’m excited that this is going 

to be the last thing people will see of her, and not what’s on the 
tabloids and all that.”

Houston’s other on-screen daughters, actresses Carmen 
Ejogo and Tika Sumpter, also described Houston as one of their 
idols. Sumpter got emotional when talking about Houston, 
stopping to wipe tears forming in her eyes.

“This woman is an icon, someone I looked up to my whole 
life. I love that nurturing feeling she gives; [she] makes me 
feel like I’m a part of something. I really felt like we were her 
daughters,” Sumpter said about her personal relationship with 
Houston.

Ejogo was startled by her humility, and how even though 
the movie was Houston’s comeback and officially her moment, 
she made sure that it was everyone else’s moment as well. Ejogo 
also shared how Houston’s sister-in-law said that making Sparkle 
was one of the best experiences in Houston’s life.

“I feel so proud to have been a part of that, to be a part of 
her last professional experience.”

Mike Epps, who plays troubled and abusive Satin in the 
film, recalled his fondest memory of Houston on set. He said 
that every morning she would blast Michael Jackson in her 
trailer with the door shut.

“She had the trailer rocking … if you open the door, 
Michael would have been there dancing … and now they’re 
probably dancing together,” he reflects.

Sparkle showcases Houston’s final performance, and fans 
will not be disappointed with the glamour, glitz and drama of 
this 2012 re-make. With catchy tunes like “Celebrate” by Houston 
and Sparks and new music by Cee Lo Green, this modern 
twist on a musical classic will have audiences up on their feet. 
 
Sparkle releases August 17.
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SPARKLE 
TRULY 
SHINES ON 
THE SILVER 
SCREEN
Sparks and Houston deliver solid 

performances in the remake of 

the 1976 Motown classic.

BY SUSAN dENG

Sparkle (Jordin Sparks) and Emma (Whitney Houston) in TriStar Pictures’ Sparkle. 
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BY MIKE SEBASTIAN

“Entourage’s” final season, 
“Dexter” and Jaws on Blu-ray.

Hom
e Box O

ffice, Inc.

ACTION!: In Lockout, an ex-government agent (Guy Pearce) wrongly convicted of espionage 
gets a chance at freedom –if he can rescue the President’s daughter from a deadly riot raging 
inside a high-tech prison in orbit around the earth. French action legend Luc Besson co-
wrote this taut sci-fi action flick.

In the Indonesian slums, a high-rise apartment building acts as a safe house for the city’s 
worst criminals. Now an elite SWAT team is going in to take down the druglord in charge. 
But the team becomes trapped on the sixth floor, and has to fight their way through the 
building of killers in the adrenaline-fueled The Raid: Redemption.

THE IDIOTBOx: Bid farewell to Vince and the gang with the eighth and final season of 
“Entourage.” This season finds the friends starting to go their own ways: Turtle launches his 
tequila brand, Drama has landed the role of a lifetime alongside the volatile Andrew Dice 
Clay, E embraces his dark side to become a true Hollywood agent, and Vince, fresh from 
rehab, tries to turn his life around.

A Portland detective stumbles onto a secret world behind reality where mythical monsters 
walk among us in “Grimm:” Season 1. Nick Burkhardt (David Giuntoli) discovers he is 
descended from a long line of “Grimms,” humanity’s guardians against these fabled creatures. 
Fans of dark fantasy will eat this up.

Get ready for some Adult Swim insanity with “Squidbillies:” Volume 5. Created by the guys 
behind “Aqua Unit Patrol Squad” and “The Brak Show,” this is the tale of a family of inbred 
hillbilly squids. The Dancing Outlaw himself, Jesco White, guest stars!

The Trinity Killer is gone and everyone’s favorite serial killer antihero can go back to being a 
single father, employee of Miami PD and psychopathic vigilante in “Dexter:” Season 6. But 
now a new villain, the Doomsday Killer, is playing out the Book of Revelations trying to bring 
about the Apocalypse.

STRANGER THAN FICTION: A testament to the power of cinema, Paradise Lost 3 is the 
latest installment in the 18-year chronicle of the “West Memphis Three,” the teens who were 
convicted of murder based on their love of heavy metal music. 

Graphic art has long been an invaluable weapon in revolutions. This medium, which captures 
the outrage of social injustice and turns it into something positive, comes to life in Art is…
the Permanent Revolution. Masters like Goya, Rembrandt and Picasso are highlighted along 
with contemporary artists.

One of the true legends of twentieth century music, Bob Marley singlehandedly brought 
reggae to the world. Oscar-winning director Kevin Macdonald tells the singer’s life story, 
along with some previously unreleased music and performances in Marley.

BLU NOTES: One of the best thrillers ever made, Steven Spielberg’s Jaws still keeps viewers 
out of the water. It hits Blu-ray newly restored and with a new feature-length documentary. 

Stanley Kubrick’s classic Vietnam drama, Full Metal Jacket, celebrates its 25th anniversary 
with a newly remastered edition, which includes an all-new documentary. With pitch-black 
humor and heartfelt tragedy, the film follows a group of soldiers from dehumanizing boot 
camp to the horrors of war.

Two John Cusack favorites come to hi-def: Nick Hornby’s love letter to music geeks, 
immaturity and doomed romance, High Fidelity, features Jack Black in his breakout manic 
performance. Grosse Pointe Blank stars Cusack as a hitman rekindling an old relationship 
while at his high school reunion.

FILM: REVIEW

GRADE: A

ONLY 2 DAYS IN NEw YORK? I wish it were 200 Days in New York. That’s how much I enjoyed this 
movie and wanted so badly for it to extend past its 96-minute runtime.

Julie Delpy reprises her role as the charmingly neurotic Marion for the sequel to widely 
acclaimed indie hit 2 Days in Paris. (Sadly, Adam Goldberg as Jack, Marion’s love interest in the first 
film, does not return in this movie.)

2 Days in New York revisits Marion approximately the same number of years after movie-going 
audiences were first introduced to her and Jack back in 2007. In the time since then, Marion has had 
a little boy, Lulu, called it quits with Jack, and recently began a relationship with new guy Mingus, 
played by Chris Rock. The roles have flipped this time around, and it is Marion’s eccentric dad 
Jeannot, played by Julie Delpy’s real life father Albert Delpy, and hypersexual sister Rose visiting 
Marion and Mingus in New York City. However, Jeannot and Rose bring with them from Paris 
some excess baggage: Manu––Marion’s loony, loose lips, pot-smoking ex, not to mention Rose’s 
current beau. All this set in the close quarters of Marion and Mingus’s cramped two-bedroom 
Manhattan apartment make for a series of disastrously hysterical events. 

Marion has her hands full playing hostess to her family and Manu, but on top of that she must 
also juggle prepping for her first-ever art show, at which she has agreed to sign away the rights of 
her soul to the highest bidder––partly to serve as a conceptual piece and partly to attract attention 
to her showcase. You will never be able to guess who the highest bidder is...(And I won’t give that 
away either.)

The film’s star, writer and director Julie Delpy has, with the help of co-writers Alexia Landeau 
and Alexandre Nahon, crafted a story jam-packed with several crowd-pleasing one-liners, over-the-
top absurd scenarios and one especially jaw-dropping cameo. Chris Rock in particular delivers an 
exceptional performance as the uncharacteristically uptight Mingus. My only upset is that it looks as 
though this may mark the end of the 2 Days In series.

2 Days in New York releases in L.A. August 17.

2 DAYS IN 
NEw YORK

(MAGNOLIA PICTURES)

BY OLIVIA STIGLICH

Photo courtesy of M
agnolia Pictures

Chris Rock and Julie Delpy play their roles flawlessly in this indie comedy. 

Say goodbye to Vince, E, Turtle 
and drama as the last season of 

“Entourage” hits dVd.

This sequel to 2 Days in Paris 
delights with absurd humor 

and hilarious one-liners.

http://www.campuscircle.com
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IT’S IMPOSSIBLE to talk about electronic dance music 
without talking about Kaskade, who is most definitely one of 
the pioneers of the genre as we know it today. Since releasing 
his first single in 2001, Kaskade has been touring tirelessly and 
creating an impressive catalogue of music that now includes 
seven albums, with his latest, Fire and Ice, dropping in 2011.

Although demonstrating consistency musically (“It’s 
always been euphoric-sounding, so I think there’s common 
thread throughout my music, and lyrically, it’s all been in the 
same kind of zone,” he says), the person behind the DJ booth 
is rather surprising. 

The 41-year-old Chicago native, born Ryan Raddon, is 
actually a married father of three, and a practicing Mormon 
who doesn’t drink or do drugs. He’s also eloquent, thoughtful 
and pensive, pausing for a moment to think before answering 
any questions.

For Kaskade, the transition from Ryan Raddon to the 
Pioneer DJ and DJ Times’ 2011 winner of “America’s Best DJ” 
was a gradual one – a “slow burn” as he puts it – but he’s loved 
the whole journey, fueled by a long-time passion for the music.

Growing up in one of the cities where electronic music 
originated, Kaskade naturally gravitated towards the new wave 
bands of the ‘80s, citing the Cure and Depeche Mode among 
his early inspirations.

“It just seemed like a natural transition [to creating 
music] because the stuff that I was listening to, a lot of it 
was electronic in nature, and early house music was fairly 
simplistic,” he explains. “I was like, ‘I understand it and I love 
it.’ It didn’t seem like it was too far-fetched, studio-wise –it 
seemed like I could get the equipment to make this music. So I 
started saving up money and slowly collecting equipment, and 
making tracks. It kind of went from a really passionate hobby, 
playing records for my friends, to writing my own music and 
playing records for bigger and bigger crowds.”

The increasing crowds have now reached immense 
proportions: Kaskade was the first-ever electronic dance artist 
to headline the Staples Center, and he played to a sold-out 
audience. This is certainly indicative of the meteoric rise in 
the electronic dance music genre that has occurred in the last 
couple of years.

“It’s just awesome,” he says of the newfound popularity of 
EDM. “I’ve always loved the music and had passion about it, 
so it’s cool to see other people discover it and love it as much 
as I do.”

A veteran in the current DJ landscape, Kaskade is certainly 
owed some credit in the seemingly sudden breakthrough of the 
genre. 

“There’s been a lot of people like me, who have been 
touring relentlessly for a long time, doing club shows and 
turning people on at the grassroots level,” he explains. “I feel 
like playing Nashville and all these little cities for so many years 
has to have had some effect; it’s slowly built momentum.” 

Much like the movement itself, Kaskade’s music seems to 
be growing and building as well, leading up to the release of 
Fire and Ice, a dual album that includes up-tempo and down-
tempo remixes of each song, including lead single “Eyes” and 
club favorite “Turn It Down.” 

“There’s a lot more energy in my music, as I listen back 
over the 10 years of putting out records,” reflects the chart-
topping producer. “I think sonically it’s just gotten larger. It 
just sounds much bigger because it’s geared toward bigger 
audiences.”

To accommodate for the larger crowds, Kaskade remixed 
and re-produced some of his older tunes to make them more 
“dynamic and exciting” for his just-wrapped Freaks of Nature 
tour, which included over 50 stops throughout North America. 

“This show [was] much more like a concert than anything 
I’ve ever done in the past,” explains the masterful remixer. “A 

lot of people would go to my club shows and say, ‘You didn’t 
play enough of your own music!’ This show, it’s my music from 
the beginning to the end.”

While he truly loves touring – remarking, “I realize that 
that is a unique opportunity with this job that I have, and I 
feel really lucky to have those experiences in all those different 
places” – Kaskade acknowledges the importance of finding a 
balance between performing and creating.

“I can tour for a while, but I always feel the need to get 
back into the studio and write music,” he explains. “I always 
get inspired when I’m on the road; it’s when I’m thinking of 
my next song.”

The accomplished DJ finds his inspiration from everyday 
occurrences and poignant memories: “Breaking up with 
girlfriends, finding love, things that shape us as human beings, 
the simple things –I just never really get too specific, it’s more 
abstract. My music is not that deep or profound. I’m very 
honest and true, but I’m not Shakespeare or anything like 
that,” he jokes humbly.

While we may have to wait until the end of next year for 
a new album – Kaskade plans on returning to the studio at 
the end of the summer – in the meantime, those of us who 
were fortunate enough to score tickets to the sold out Staples 
Center show can revel in the memory of that dance party of 
epic proportions.

“My shows are about coming to this place, and forgetting 
about everything else that’s going on in your life. It’s getting 
this big group of people together and having a celebration of 
life. It’s about coming there, celebrating with everybody else 
and letting go.”

Kaskade’s latest release, Fire and Ice, is available now. For more 
information, visit his official website, kaskademusic.com, 
Facebook (facebook.com/kaskade) and Twitter (@Kaskade). 

CHART-TOPPING DJ KASKADE 
IS MAKING MUSIC HISTORY

The master producer and remixer reflects on the journey that led him to be the first EDM 
artist to sell out the Staples Center. BY GABRIELLE OLYA

Kaskade played for a full house at 
the Staples Center on July 27.

Mark Owens
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LOS ANGELES BANDS ON THE MOVE
Jason Cruz from Strung Out has released an E.P. with his side 
band, Jason Cruz and Howl. The record is called LoungeCore, 
and Cruz advises that it sounds nothing like his work with 
Strung Out. Venice-based trio the Shrine describes their 
music as “psychedelic violence rock ’n’ roll,” and you can hear 
for yourself now that their sophomore L.P. Primitive Blast 
has hit the street. The guys are leaving town this fall to tour 
Europe with Fu Manchu. Metal band Gypsyhawk has a new 
one called Revelry & Resilience scheduled to drop August 28 on 
the Metal Blade label. The band features former members of 
White Wizzard, Suns Beneath and Skeletonwitch. The Peach 
Kings play upbeat rock and down-tempo electro, and if you 
haven’t seen them live yet you have a few chances coming up; 
the band has shows at Harvard & Stone on August 21 and 28, 
along with a gig at the Bootleg Theater on August 27. Careful 
has Because I am Always Talking scheduled to drop on August 
21. Careful, aka multi-instrumentalist Eric Lindley, says that 
most of the effort was recorded in a closet at his childhood 
home in Orange County.

TRACK 16 RECEPTION FOR WE GOT POWER!
You may have heard that the Track 16 Gallery in Santa Monica 
is going to be razed to make way for light rail. They’re going 
out making some noise though, literally, with a punk concert 
on September 8 featuring the Adolescents, Saccharine Trust, the 
Last, White Flag and Dead Issue. The show is in conjunction 
with opening night of the gallery’s final exhibition, a display of 
photos from the new book We Got Power!: Hardcore Punk Scenes 
from 1980s Southern California. The book, due this fall from 
Bazillion Points, is a joint effort from photographers David 
Markey and Jordan Schwartz that presents hundreds of photos 
featuring acts like Black Flag, the Minutemen, Social Distortion, 
Suicidal Tendencies, the Gun Club, D.R.I. and many others, 
along with reprints of every issue of early-’80s fanzine We Got 
Power! The concert is an all ages event, and the photo exhibition 
runs through October 6. wegotpowerbook.com

BANDS, WANT TO ROCK THE AFTERSHOCK FESTIVAL?
The Aftershock Festival happens in Sacramento on September 
23 and features Stone Temple Pilots, Bush, Deftones, Chevelle, 

Theory of a Deadman, Hollywood Undead, Oleander, Escape 
the Fate –and maybe you. Festival promoters are looking for a 
hot new band to play a 25-minute opening set, and all you have 
to do to enter is upload a video of your band’s best performance 
at topblip.com/tournaments/aftershock_music_festival. Entry 
deadline is August 22.

HOW TO GET GLOBAL FESTIVAL TICKETS
The Global Poverty Project is presenting Global Festival 2012 
in New York City this fall, and the benefit event to help end 
extreme poverty will culminate with a concert on the Great 
Lawn at Central Park on September 29. The concert – featuring 
headliners Neil Young with Crazy Horse, Foo Fighters and the 
Black Keys – is free, but you’ll need a ticket to get in. To get 
into the ticket lottery for a pair of tickets, you’ll need to first 
register at globalfestival.com, where you’ll find a list of charitable 
organizations that need your help. Take action in support of 
these organizations, and you’ll earn points as you go; when you 
get to three points you’ll automatically be in the ticket lottery. 
If you win tickets, you’ll need to get to New York on your own 
dime. Also scheduled to appear are Band of Horses and K’Naan.

REPORT
News from L.A. bands, We Got Power!, your band can 
rock the Aftershock Festival, and your chance for tickets 
to the Global Festival.
BY KEVIN WIERzBICKI

Enter a ticket lottery 
to catch a free Black 

Keys concert at 
globalfestival.com.
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WITH THE ECONOMY STILL TANKING, happy hours are 
abundant. There are so many to choose from these days that 
you don’t have to waste your time or calories on bad food in 
order to save a few bucks. I took a friend and visited several local 
restaurants to find out which ones had the best deals on the best 
food and drinks.

Located at 3321 Pico Blvd. in Santa Monica, Upper West 
Restaurant (theupperwest.com) has an airy feel and a comfortable 
yet semi-upscale vibe. Our waiter was courteous and quite 
helpful. He apparently had tasted most of the menu, which 
is a great endorsement in my opinion of the restaurant and its 
management. 

We mulled over an extensive drink menu with specialty 
drinks for $6 that included a ginger cosmo, a Honey Rye and 
more. I decided to go for a sweet one and ordered a watermelon 
mojito. Yum! My dining mate chose a cucumber martini, which 
was smooth and light with a hint of mint. 

We started with some sweet potato fries and some wings, 
which came in two varieties: classic pepper or spicy sambal/honey 
sauce. We went for the latter and demolished the large portion in 

a matter of moments. The sweet sauce had a wonderful kick, with 
the toasted sesames adding a very satisfying crunch. The sweet 
potato fries were cooked perfectly.

The lamb nachitos were a bit over-the-top for me, but my 
dining partner simply adored this unexpected twist. I could 
understand the seduction as I munched on another re-vamped 
classic, the Thai calamari with mint chili sauce. 

All of the food items were between $6 and $8, and with good 
portion sizes were well worth treating oneself to a nice dinner at a 
swanky Santa Monica restaurant.

The Melody Bar (9132 S. Sepulveda Blvd., Los Angeles; 
melodylax.com) in Westchester was another favorite of mine. 
Located by the airport, it has more of a homegrown bar 
atmosphere, and is a t-shirt and jeans kind of place featuring live 
music and karaoke. There’s nothing fancy on the drink menu, but 
basic well drinks were offered at $5. 

The food was extremely well priced, with one of the stand-
outs being a large $3 plate of tasty garlic shoestring fries. Also you 
can taste a variety of tacos (steak, salmon or chicken) all for just 
$2 each. 

Since we were not watching calories, we decided to try the 
BBQ grilled cheese bites: melted cheese with barbecue baby back 
rib meat in a roll, which was really good. Also on the menu was a 
plate of three mini burgers (or chicken sandwiches) with cheese 
and grilled onions on Hawaiian sweet bread…all for under $5.

A final stop and one that serves up a bit more of a casual 
beach setting is Figtree’s Café (figtreescafe.com) in Venice Beach. It 
has been part of this Venice neighborhood for more than 30 years, 
and has a wonderful reputation among the locals. 

I went with another friend to try out the happy hour specials 
and enjoyed a gorgeous sunset along with the ever-entertaining 
people-watching on Venice Beach (from safely behind the 
protected glass barrier of the café). 

I had a tasty BBQ chicken pizza ($4.95) along with a white 
sangria ($4). It was a good-sized portion, but I of course could 
stuff in a taste of my friend’s quiche, which was quite delicious 
with a delicate crust. All of the happy hour items were less than 
$6, and when you add the extra benefits of the beach view and the 
ocean breeze, it’s definitely worth the trip to Venice Beach. Figtree’s 
Café is located at 429 Ocean Front, right on the boardwalk.

BY LIBBY LANCASTER

FOOdIECORNER

THE BEST OF 
THE WEST
The Westside’s 
can’t-miss 
happy hours.

In Los Angeles, Mexican food establishments are as prevalent as 
palm trees and gas stations. Around every street corner, one can 
find some sort of taqueria, burrito joint or restaurante where 
tasty and affordable food is served. 

Adding to this plethora is a new taqueria occupying a 
street corner Downtown, and it promises to provide a culinary 
experience that embraces the basic principles of cooking 
practiced in Mexicali, Mexico. Mexicali Taco & Co.’s approach to 
making a taco is to serve only the tortilla, the meat and nothing 
else. Then, the customer is expected to use the various salsas 
and sauces to personalize the taco to their specific tastes. It is an 
approach to cooking that has proven to be successful in the past, 
such as with Dodger Dogs or Korean food restaurants. So, why 
does this approach fail in this case?

Many say that the simplest food is the best food; however, 
in order for this comment to be true, the basic ingredients 
used in the dish must be of extremely high quality. The tacos 
at Mexicali use delightful harina or maiz tortillas, but the meat 
in them is as bland as white rice. The chicken is overcooked and 
dry, and the asada is a bit tastier, but still lacking in flavor. The 

customers have a variety of salsas to spice up their tacos with, 
but none of them are particularly appetizing. There is one sauce 
that wants so badly to be guacamole, but remains a watery green 
avocado sludge that hardly has any flavor at all. Furthermore, the 
restaurant says that customers are supposed to season the tacos 
themselves, but seasoning a dish is very different from drenching 
it with limejuice, hot sauce and pickled onions just to make it 
taste good.

Despite the disappointing tacos, there are other dishes 
on the menu that are worthwhile. For instance, the nachos are 
cooked with crispy tortilla chips, a choice of meat, cheese and 
a mouth-watering salsa raja. It is also important to note that 
though the taqueria cooks mediocre chicken and asada, they do 
a great job of providing savory chorizo that can be put in any of 
the dishes, such as the nachos or the tacos. 

One of their best dishes is a quesadilla called the Vampiro. It 

includes the customer’s choice of meat infused with their special 
garlic sauce and cheese, creating a tasty twist on a Mexican 
staple. Another unique dish to try is the serving of gueros, which 
are Cantonese-Baja style peppers. The peppers are cooked and 
seasoned with a little bit of salt and pepper, so they are tender 
and juicy when you bite into them. Without a doubt, the gueros 
are worth a try, but make sure there is enough horchata around 
to wash away the inferno that invades the taste buds. 

A major plus about Mexicali is that compared to many 
restaurant establishments in Los Angeles it is extremely 
affordable. A single customer could order one of every item on 
the main menu for under $25. They also have some intriguing 
drink options, including imported authentic medio litro Coca-
Cola, also known as Mexican Coke, and freshly made horchata, 
which both provide something sweet to wash down with the 
spice. 

Furthermore, the atmosphere in the small taqueria is 
inviting. Young hipsters wearing Dodger flat caps and USC 
t-shirts sit at bright red picnic tables and chat as a lady calls out 
their names to report that their food is ready. The interior design 
is simple, comfortable and casual, which allows Mexicali Taco & 
Co. to successfully adopt a “Mi casa es su casa” ambiance that 
maintains a steady flow of customers. 

Overall, Mexicali needs to revamp their menu by adding 
some spices of their own, using fresher ingredients, and cooking 
the meat properly. The inspiration is there and the restaurant 
has a great deal of potential, but now they must work more on 
the execution of their goals. 

Mexicali Taco & Co. is located at 702 N. Figueroa St., Los 
Angeles. For more information, call (213) 613-0416 or visit 
mexicalitaco.com.

MExICALI TACO & CO.: EVERYTHING BUT THE TACOS

BY NICKI SPENCER

Upper West offers $6 cocktails 
and $6-8 food items. 

The namesake menu item  
lacks flavor, but there are still  

several stand-out dishes at this  
no-frills eatery.
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FREE MOVIE SCREENINGS www. CampusCircle.com

all over again.

It’s

(909) 623-3111  •  lacountyfair.com/campuscircle

Wed. - Sun.

Visit our website to download your school’s coupon.  School identification is required.

FREE 
Admission with coupon

Looking for a great deal?  How about free admission to the Fair on your 
school’s day?  Visit lacountyfair.com/campuscircle to get your coupon!

Participating schools: USC, Cal Poly Pomona, Citrus College, Chaffey College, 
WesternU, Mt. SAC, Univeristy of La Verne, Claremont Colleges, UCLA, Cal 
State San Bernardino and Azusa Pacific University.
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AT THE J. PAUL GETTY MUSEUM

JULY 3–SEPTEMBER 23, 2012

Marking the 150th anniversary of Klimt’s birth, the 
Getty presents the fi rst retrospective dedicated to his 
drawings—the medium through which Klimt explored 

and developed the themes that would defi ne his career.



14  Campus Circle 8.16.12 - 8.29.12 Film | Music | Culture

COLLEGE: BACK TO SCHOOL

THE FRESHMAN 15 IS MORE LIKE THE FRESHMAN 3.5
The media promotes Freshman 15 as major source of worry 
for most incoming college students. However, there is no need 
to fret. What many people do not know is that the Freshman 15 
is really a misnomer, because most first-year college students 
do not gain even close to 15 pounds. In fact, a study from the 
December 2011 issue of Social Science Quarterly indicates that 
most freshmen gain somewhere between 2.5 and 3.5 pounds 
after their first year of school. So, the concern that going off to 
college will turn string-bean high school students into big fat 
balloons in just one year is more myth than reality. However, 
to avoid gaining weight over the college years, it is a good idea 
to start developing habits for a healthy lifestyle during the 
freshman year. Part of the reason why first-years gain weight is 
because they go from a world where they are told what to eat 
and when to exercise to a world of total dietary and physical 
freedom. Many go overboard on this newfound freedom by 
exercising less, sleeping less, drinking too much alcohol, and 
eating chicken nuggets every night, which would take a toll 
on anyone’s physique. There are many easy ways to stay on 
track while still getting a complete first-year experience. For 
instance, joining a club or intramural sports team is a great 
way to keep off the Freshman 3.5, while having fun and 
meeting new people. It also helps to avoid stress eating, late 
night snacking, and eating while you study. As long as students 
exercise regularly and remember to put some green things 
on their plates, gaining weight should not be an extra load of 
stress for the already stressed-out undergrad.

THE ROOMATE SITUATION ISN’T (USUALLY) A NIGHTMARE
Every incoming college student hears countless horror stories 
of those atrocious roommates that come home drunk and pee 
all over your computer, which just so happens to have your 12-
page essay saved on it. Without a doubt, the roommate issue is 
a daunting one. Colleges do their best to match students with 
compatible roommates, but the nitty-gritty truth is that it’s 
pretty much a gamble. However, the reason you hear so many 
horror stories about freshmen roommates is because those are 

the most interesting ones to tell. Remember, there are also many 
stories of roommates who turn out to be lifelong friends, the 
type of people who will be in your wedding party or who will 
name their kid after you. Everyone goes to college hoping that 
their roommate will be one of those lifelong friend types, and 
it can be very disappointing when that does not happen. The 
most likely expectation is that your roommate will be someone 
who is just a person you share a room with. College is one of 
the best and easiest places to find those lifetime friends, so if 
your roommate does not turn out to be one of them, then other 
people will be. As long as you and your roommate get along well 
and have similar sleeping patterns and habits, then that is all 
you need. However, if you are one of the unlucky ones that has 
to deal with a urine situation, do not forget to cover your things 
with plastic sheeting, back up your computer documents to an 
external hard drive, and apply for a room reassignment. 

GO TO THOSE AWKWARD DORM GATHERINGS
The first month of the first year of college is filled with little 
events, gatherings and mixers that are meant to help freshmen 
meet each other and make friends. Events like this are 
uncomfortable, awkward and often have lame themes. They 
feel somewhat like a blind date that was set up by a friend, 
where a forced “please like each other” lingers over everyone’s 
head. However, within all of the pizza parties, dorm games and 
music jams, you are very likely to find a friend and broaden 
your social scope. So, as much as you might not want to go to 
these events, it will in some way prove to be worth the effort. 
Part of the reason why these gatherings are so awkward is 
because most people do not like to be the first one to start 
a conversation. Do not be afraid to approach people and 
introduce yourself, because eventually someone has got to 
do it. If you are a shy person, then you can wait for others to 
approach you –just make sure you are very receptive of them 
when they do. There will also be people who show up to these 
events and act above it all. However, as much as everyone tries 
to act too cool for school, they eventually all want similar things 
from the college experience: to have fun, to find a passion, and 

to make friends.

THINGS TO REMEMBER ABOUT DRINKING
Learn the rules of Beer Pong before you go to a fraternity 
party. Those boys can be so serious about their BP rules and 
regulations that it is like they are playing an Olympic sport. 
Furthermore, when it comes to the “Liquor before beer have 
no fear, beer before liquor never been sicker” rule, there comes 
a certain point in the night when you drink so much that the 
“never been sicker” will come no matter if you followed the rule 
or not. Also, it will help to eat some sort of bland carbohydrate 
before you go out drinking, because your stomach will be 
better equipped to handle the alcohol. Drinking on an empty 
stomach will pretty much guarantee a “never been sicker” 
situation. Finally, make sure you go out with friends or in a 
group so that you do not pass out all alone outside the dorm 
room because you were incapable of using your swipe card to 
open the dorm-building door.

GET TO KNOW YOUR PROFESSORS
Knowing professors on a more personal level will only benefit 
the learning experience. Most professors offer office hours so 
that students can come to them for questions and concerns 
regarding the lessons, but they are also a good time for a chat 
with a friendly ear. If there is a particular class or professor 
that keeps you engaged during lecture, then talking to that 
professor outside of class will help you build a network in 
your school. Not to mention, there may be times in the future 
when you will need a recommendation from a professor, and 
it is much better to get a recommendation from someone who 
knows you both as a student and as an individual, rather than 
from someone who only knows you on paper. 

Keep those guidelines in mind, but most importantly, get out 
there and go for it. Try new things, make mistakes, meet new 
people from around the world, work hard, play hard, and have 
fun. Freshman year is about a group of new experiences, and it 
is what you make it to be, so make it be great. Good luck!

All the things I wish someone had told me 
before my first year of college!

BY NICKI SPENCER

Handout/KRT
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COLLEGE: BACK TO SCHOOL

Your GuIDE To uSC
BY NICKI SPENCER

1. THERE ARE MANY FREE EVENTS AT USC
USC’s Visions and Voices offers great events that are completely free for students. Make sure to look 
over the calendar before the year starts because the seats fill up, and tickets are harder to get later in 
the year, especially for the really popular shows. They offer dance workshops, concerts and lectures 
by famous politicians and celebrities. Other than Visions and Voices, there are also a great deal of 
concerts hosted by the school throughout campus, especially in McCarthy Quad.

2. STUDY AT THE HOOSE LIBRARY OF PHILOSOPHY 
If you are looking for a quiet, clean and comfortable place to get some studying done, the Philosophy 
Library is a great place to do it. It is never too crowded, and there are nice chairs to sit in, unlike 
Leavey Library. It is located on Bloom Way on the south side of campus. 

3. SHUTTLE BUSSES TO L.A. LIVE
From 6 p.m. to 2 a.m. on Fridays and Saturdays, USC offers a free shuttle bus to and from L.A. 
Live. It is a great way to catch a movie with friends and not worry about parking or driving. This is 
also a valuable time for freshmen to get off campus for a bit. L.A. Live has some great restaurants 
including the Yard House, Katsuya, ESPN Zone and more. It is also fun to go there for bowling with 
a group at the Lucky Strikes Lanes and Lounge.

4. TAKE FUN CLASSES FOR YOUR ELECTIVES
USC has a wide variety of classes to take that are simply fun. Try a film class or a design class, or 
something else that is interesting. Most students have an extra two units that can be taken up by 
Chess, Racquetball, Yoga, Aerobics, Improv, Ballroom Dancing and so many more. It is good to take 
advantage of the opportunities that USC so easily provides. Plus, full-time students automatically 
pay for each unit anyways, so it is worthwhile to make the most of each one.

5. LOCK THE BACK WHEEL OF YOUR BIKE TO A BIKE RACK
It may seem like an obvious suggestion, but many people will only lock the front of their bike, 
which makes it extremely easy for it to get stolen. Locking the back wheel to a rack is the safest 
way to ensure that a bike is exactly where it should be. Often, when people do not lock their bike 
to a rack, DPS Security guards and other officials will move it so that it is out of the way. Though 
it is usually easy to find a bike when this happens, it is still annoying to have to search for a bike 
amongst a sea of beach cruisers.

1. UNDIE RUN
This is a UCLA tradition that takes place quarterly during finals week as a goofy stress release for 
students to take their minds off the books for a while. As the name suggests, participants streak 
across campus wearing nothing but underwear! It usually attracts a large crowd, with over a 
thousand students participating. 

2. FREEBIES
Take advantage of these free resources on campus to make the most of your college budget:
- Free brewed coffee is available at one of the most popular study lounges on campus, Kerckhoff 
Coffee House, during 10th and finals week!
- Students can print up to 100 pages a quarter for free at the Student Activities Center (SAC) and 
the second floor of the Public Affairs building (if you are enrolled in a social science class). Free 
printing is also available at Covel and DeNeve for dorms residents. 
- Make it a habit to visit the UCLA Happenings: Events Calendar page (happenings.ucla.edu) 
because free events are often promoted there. Chances are that you will be able to enjoy a free 
concert, musical or movie with your friends without spending any green!

3. BRUINS’ NIGHT OUT 
This is another awesome event that allows UCLA students to have fun and enjoy various deals by 
simply flashing their Bruin card at the participating stores in Westwood Village. Past deals have 
included free cookies at Diddy Reese, buy 1 get 1 free subs at Subway, 50 cent chicken wings at 
Nappa Valley Grille, and free movies at Regency’s Bruin Theatre. Though there are sure to be huge 
lines at all the participating stores, it’s a great opportunity to make new friends while you wait! 

4. STUDY SPOTS 
Apart from having fun, the formula for success in college would not be complete without a decent 
amount of study time. So let’s switch gears and talk about some nice but lesser-known study spots 
at UCLA. 
- Young Research Library – Upper floors
This is the most modern and colorful library at UCLA. The newly renovated first floor has been 
getting more and more popular, but the upper floor remains overlooked by most. Besides the 
convenience of finding a cubicle when the first floor is packed, there is one more bonus of studying 
upstairs: the nice aerial views of North Campus! 
- The greensward next to the Janss Steps
Studying in the library all day can be really tiring. Switch it up by studying on the grass, and let your 
skin absorb some Vitamin D and fresh air! The view is great for people-watching too! 

5. BRUIN LEADERS PROJECT 
Having good leadership skills is one of the most critical elements that lead us down the road 
of success. UCLA offers this seminar-based leadership program designed to provide effective 
leadership training with an emphasis on personal growth and community involvement, and it 
is open to all UCLA students. Like many of the free activities mentioned above, this program is 
covered by your quarterly tuition. It’s a unique opportunity, so don’t hesitate to sign up and take 
advantage!

It’s that time of the year again! 

Signs of the imminent arrival of 

another school year are already 

showing: temperatures are 

dropping and “back to school” 

sales are suffusing the malls and 

supermarkets. If you’re heading 

to UCLA or USC this fall, here 

are some tips to make the best of 

your campus life.

FIVE THINGS TO KNOW: UCLA  USC

Your GuIDE To uCLA  BY ANN AU

Whether you’re a freshman or an upperclassman, it’s not too late to take advantage of everything your campus has to offer.

We all know about USC 
football, but the campus also 
has a lot of other activities to 

take advantage of.

Get the most out of your Bruin experience with these tips!

Kevin Sullivan/Orange County Register/MCT

Kevin Sullivan/Orange County Register/MCT

http://www.campuscircle.com
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CALENdAR

Film | Music | Culture

THURSDAY, AUGUST 16

Festivals
Sunset Strip Music Festival
Sunset Boulevard between San Vicente and 
Doheny 
sunsetstripmusicfestival.com
Marilyn Manson will headline the 
outdoor street fest, which will also feature 
performances by the Offspring, Steve Aoki, 
Bad Religion, Black Label Society, Far East 
Movement, De La Soul, Dead Sara, Das Racist, 
the Mowglis and more.

When Thursday, August 16, 2012-Saturday, 
August 18, 2012

FRIDAY, AUGUST 17

Theater
Are You There God? It’s Me, Karen Carpenter
Cavern Club Theater
1920 Hyperion Ave., Los Angeles
cavernclubtheater.com 
Loosely based on Judy Blume’s popular 
coming-of-age novel, Margaret moves to New 
Jersey, falls in love, enters sixth grade, joins 

a girl group, obsesses about bras & sanitary 
belts and becomes a woman – all while 
singing the hits of the Carpenters.
When Friday, August 17, 2012-Saturday, 
August 25, 2012
Times Fri. & Sat. at 9 p.m.
Price $20

Festivals
Orange County BBQ Bonanza
Fountain Valley Recreation Center
16400 Brookhurst St., Fountain Valley
ocbbqbonanza.com 

The best BBQ chefs from around the country 
gather to sell their award-winning ribs, 
chicken, sausage, pulled pork and other 
delicacies. Judging and trophies are awarded 
to both amateur and professional participants. 
Two stages provide live entertainment along 
with artisan exhibitions and cantinas.
When Friday, August 17, 2012-Sunday, August 
19, 2012
Times Fri. & Sat., 11 a.m.-11 p.m.; Sun., 11 
a.m.-9 p.m.
Price Free

Film
Romy and Michele’s High School Reunion & 
Pretty Woman Drink-Along
Downtown Independent 
251 S. Main St., Los Angeles
downtownindependent.com 
They’ll be playing hits from both soundtracks 
in the lobby before and throughout both 
screenings, including 80s jams by the likes of 
Go West, David Bowie, Prince, the Go-Go’s, 
Culture Club, Belinda Carlisle, the Vapors, 
Bananarama and more.
When Friday, August 17, 2012
Time 8 p.m.
Prices $10 advance, $15 at the door

SATURDAY, AUGUST 18

Film
Summer Camp Movie All-Nighter
Hollywood Forever
6000 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles
cinespia.org/calendar
There will be summer camp films all night 
long including Wet Hot American Summer, 
Sleepaway Camp and Little Darlings, 
plus DJs, a Meatballs mashup, Friday the 
13th highlights, nature and surfing docs, 
photobooths and camp activities.
When Saturday, August 18, 2012
Time 8:30 p.m.
Price $12

Sports
WWE Summerslam Axxess
Nokia Plaza at L.A. Live
800 W. Olympic Blvd., Los Angeles
wwe.com/shows/summerslam 
Fans will be able to get autographs of their 
favorite WWE Superstars, witness live, in-
ring matches and view WWE exhibits leading 
up to Sunday night when the superstars of 
RAW and SmackDown battle it out in WWE’s 
biggest event of the summer.

WHAT’SHAPPENING
All the cool places to go and fun things to do. / / - / /

Sample the best ribs, chicken, 
sausage, pulled pork and other 
grilled delicacies at the Orange 
County BBQ Bonanza, Aug. 17-19.

Irie Seabreeze Festival
Queen Mary
1126 Queen’s Highway, Long Beach
iriefest.net/2012

Come out for a day of music, culture, Caribbean food and an international arts & crafts fair. Performers 

include Lloyd Brown, Lova Boy, Aurelio Martinez, New Kingston, Luciano, Live Wyya, Cutty Ranks, Eljai, 

E-Dee, Jasha and Duane Stephenson.

When Sunday, August 19, 2012

Times 3-10 p.m.

Prices Tix start @ $35

MUSIC
SUN • AUG 19 

Johnny Simon/Newsday/MCT

Inner Circle performed at last year’s event. 
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When Saturday, August 18, 2012-Sunday, 
August 19, 2012
Times 11 a.m.
Prices Tix start @ $25

MONDAY, AUGUST 20

Burlesque
Inglorious Burlesque
3 Clubs
1123 Vine St., Los Angeles
mondaynighttease.com
The annual burlesque tribute to Quentin 
Tarantino will feature burlesque parodies of 
his films, including Pulp Fiction, Reservoir 
Dogs and Kill Bill.
When Monday, August 20, 2012
Time 9:30 p.m.
Prices Tix start @ $20

TUESDAY, AUGUST 21

Sports
Dodger Bobblehead Night #9
Dodger Stadium
1000 Elysian Park Ave., Los Angeles
losangeles.dodgers.mlb.com
You can get a free Fernando Valenzuela 
bobblehead when L.A. takes on the Giants.
When Tuesday, August 21, 2012
Time 7:10 p.m.
Prices Tix start @ $10

FRIDAY, AUGUST 24

Concerts
311
Verizon Wireless Amphitheater
8808 Irvine Center Dr., Irvine
311.com
Did you know that they got their band name 
from the police code for indecent exposure?
When Friday, August 24, 2012
Time 6:30 p.m.
Prices Tix start @ $30

Expos
Inland Empire Auto Show
Ontario Convention Center
2000 E. Convention Center Way, Ontario
ieautoshow.com
Besides the hottest cars, trucks and alternative 
fuel vehicles, you will even have the chance 
to get behind the wheel and test many of 
the manufacturers’ cars in the special Inland 
Empire Auto Show Ride & Drive. There’s also 
Great Taste Friday with some of the best area 
restaurants and wineries sampling their fare, 
the Food Truck Festival happening all three 
days, PGA Get Out & Golf Day, the Walk 
For Wishes fundraiser for the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation® of Orange County and the 
Inland Empire on Sunday, and the Kids Zone 
also on Sunday.
When Friday, August 24, 2012-Sunday, August 
26, 2012
Times Fri., Noon-8 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; 
Sun.,10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Price $10

Film
LA Bizarre Film Festival
Regent Showcase Theater
614 N. La Brea Ave., Los Angeles
brownpapertickets.com/event/258017
Come watch the best of the 2012 Bizarre short 
films, all genres, on the big screen. Afterwards, 
they will hand out awards for the best film, 
have a meet-and-greet with the directors, 
and the audience will participate and choose 
their favorite film for the “Audience Choice 

Awards.” The films will be shown for two 
hours max with a brief Q&A with the 
winners. There will be a party with food and 
an open bar to follow!
When Friday, August 24, 2012
Time 7 p.m.
Price Free

Film
The 100 Most Outrageous Action Scenes
The Cinefamily at the Silent Movie Theatre
611 N. Fairfax Ave., Los Angeles
cinefamily.org 
If you’ve ever been to a showing of 
Cinefamily’s “The 100 Most Outrageous Kills” 
around Halloween time, or “The 100 Most 
Outrageous F**ks” on Valentine’s Day — then 
you KNOW that the concept is a mind-
blowing mix of some of the most psyche-
shattering clips you’ve ever seen.
When Friday, August 24, 2012
Time 10:30 p.m.
Price $12

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25

Parties
‘80s Prom Party
The El Rey
5515 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles
theelrey.com
Besides blasting Bon Jovi, Prince, Madonna 
and Journey, the event will feature two ‘80s 
cover bands and DJ sets in between.
When Saturday, August 25, 2012
Time Doors at 8 p.m.
Price $25

Music
BuskerFest
summerandmusic.com 
Nearly a dozen local bands will fill Downtown 
Long Beach’s East Village with stripped-down 
street sets. Performers will play unplugged 
or “busk” for the wooden nickels given by 
event attendees. The band that collects the 
most wooden nickels will win a $2,500 vinyl 
pressing deal.
When Saturday, August 25, 2012
Times Noon-11 p.m.
Prices Free

Concerts
Cantinas Music Festival
Paso Robles Event Center
2198 Riverside Ave., Paso Robles
cantinasmusicfestival.com
The “Christian Coachella” featuring MercyMe, 
Newsboys, Building 429, Kylie Hughes, the 
Groovaloos and more, plus activities all day 
long!
When Saturday, August 25, 2012
Times Noon
Prices Tix start @ $33

Festivals
Hester Street Fair
Hollywood Boulevard & Argyle Avenue
hesterstreetfair.com/hollywood/
The Hester Street Fair is a highly curated 
event series born in New York City’s Lower 
East Side neighborhood. Featured as No. 1 
on Time Out New York’s 101 Things To Do in 
NYC, the Hester Street Fair is a marketplace 
championing entrepreneurs, small businesses 
and first-time vendors, and is recognized 
in the community as a launching pad for 
new businesses. Each vendor is handpicked, 
highlighting craftsmen, artisans, makers and 
specialized collectors who represent the best 
in food, beverage, music, and arts and crafts.

When Saturday, August 25, 2012
Times 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
Prices Free

Sports
Ladera All-Star Weekend
Ladera Park
6027 Ladera Park Ave., Los Angeles
laderaallstarweekend.com
Former NBA champion and nine-time 
All-Star player Gary Payton will be a judge, 
while the activities for the weekend will be 
a basketball skills tournament, three-point 
shootout, slam-dunk contest and four-on-
four basketball tournament.
When Saturday, August 25, 2012-Sunday, 
August 26, 2012

Film
Sixteen Candles
Angel City Drive-In
240 W. 4th St., Los Angeles
devilsnight.com/drivein.htm
John Hughes, Long Duck Dong, Molly 
Ringwald’s panties, an overly medicated bride, 

plus the requisite happy ending – what’s not 
to like?
When Saturday, August 25, 2012
Time 8 p.m.
Prices $10 advance, $12 at the gate

SUNDAY, AUGUST 26

Film
Star Wars: Uncut
The Cinefamily at the Silent Movie Theatre
611 N. Fairfax Ave., Los Angeles
cinefamily.org
A shot-for-shot reinterpretation retold 
by almost 500 different directors, all in 
15-second “microchapters.” Using every 
single conceivable homemade live-action and 
animation angle, the crowd-sourced team of 
filmmakers’ efforts to lovingly re-create every 
last detail is awe-inspiring, heartwarming and 
a fantastic testament to the power of our 21st-
century democratized tools of creation. 
When Sunday, August 26, 2012
Time 11:45 p.m.
Price $12

ART
SAT • AUG  25

Chroma Coalition: Human Canvas 

Live Body Painting Exhibit
Cooper Design Space
860 S. Los Angeles St., Los Angeles
eventbrite.com/event/3455829479

Chroma Coalition brings together the most respected artists in 

the body painting industry to showcase the finest executions of 

living art. When you arrive to Chroma Coalition you are not just 

a spectator; you are now a part of the journey. Each of you brings 

your own talents to the table, and for one day, everyone is a body 

painter and a canvas.

When Saturday, August 25, 2012

Times 6 p.m.

Prices $45

 Become a piece of art 
at this live exhibit.

Artist: Law
ren Alice

http://www.campuscircle.com
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THE END OF SUMMER ARRIVES ALL TOO qUICKLY, a 
million resolutions fallen by the wayside. Oh well, why not 
read a book before the onslaught of autumn responsibilities?

HUMOR

Chris Rock proclaims that D.L. Hughley’s I Want You to Shut 
the F#ck Up! is “the best book since The Hunger Games.” If that 
doesn’t make you want to pick it up, I don’t know what will.

Sometimes you can judge a book by its cover. Washington sati-
rist Christopher Buckley’s latest, They Eat Puppies, Don’t They?, 
features a hilarious sendup of a Chinese propaganda poster with 
a glorified pug dictator. The result, a lampooning of lobbyists, 
media manipulation and insatiable defense contractors, is his 
best work since Thank You For Smoking. –Mike Sebastian

NON-FICTION

Jill Lepore’s The Mansion of Happiness: A History of Life 
and Death, delves into America’s relationship with the Big 
Questions. Full of quirky and interesting tales, the author brings 
the content full circle to today’s political scene, motivated in part 
by concerns like abortion and death panels.

Depressing and illuminating, The Price of Inequality, by Joseph 
E. Stiglitz, takes our capitalist system to task. With insight and 
surprising restraint by this Nobel Prize-winning economist, the 
statistics regarding the divide between the haves and the have-
nots are startling.

The fact that the U.S. is involved in the longest war in our history 
with Afghanistan is depressing and alarming. New York Times 
writer David E. Sanger’s Confront and Conceal provides insights 
into our President’s surprisingly aggressive foreign policy.

NOSTALGIA

One of those unforgettable books, Tove Jansson’s The Summer 
Book focuses on the small, telling details that make up a life. 
Set on an island off the Gulf of Finland, the story follows a 
grandmother and her young granddaughter as they forge an 
understanding of each other and the cycles of life simultaneously.

Taking the cozy British Victorian age and turning it on its head, 
Mrs. Robinson’s Disgrace, by Kate Summerscale, uses the format 
of a diary to get us right inside the mind of housewife Isabella 
Walker. The unusual style and formidable detail make this faux-
memoir juicy and fun to read.

MEMOIR

With candor and unusual perspective, Emma Forrest tells her 
tale of depression and obsession in Your Voice in My Head. 
Stunned by the sudden death of her psychiatrist, the author 
plummets into further darkness but finds an unlikely savior in 
the pages of her journals.

For all you good girls out there, take heart, inspiration or just 
vicarious thrills in Jessica Dorfman Jones’s Klonopin Lunch. This 
tale of one woman’s attempts to shake up her life, learn guitar 
and live on the wild side is funny and vulnerable in a way that is 
eminently relatable.

Just when you think you’ve heard everything, Nick Flynn tells 
his tale of running into his long lost father in a homeless shelter. 
Another Bullshit Night in Suck City will break your heart while 
miraculously providing a chance at redemption.

Holding your gaze without blinking, Rachel Cusk tells it like it 
is in Aftermath. This gut-wrenching tale of the dissolution of a 
marriage will make you think twice before contemplating the 
institution for yourself.

Hurry up and read Twelve Years a Slave before the Brad Pitt/
Michael Fassbender film comes out. Solomon Northup’s tale of 
a black man born free in 1841 only to be abducted and enslaved 
will superglue you to your seat.

ADVICE

Who would have imagined that the bestselling author of Wild, 
Cheryl Strayed, previously wrote for an advice column? Tiny 
Beautiful Things pulls together the best of these pieces and the 
imminently readable result is perfect for a day poolside.

Who doesn’t fantasize about coming up with the perfect 
moneymaking scheme? Chris Guillebeau’s The $100 Startup 
will provide fuel to your fire with practical stories of real people 
choosing to live their lives without bosses.

FICTION

It’s always great to begin a novel with a dramatic event, and 
Cathi Hanauer has a doozy for us. Gone begins with Eve Adams’ 
discovery that her husband drove the babysitter home and never 
came back, and the revelations keep on coming.

From Robert Goolrick, the author of the eerily compelling A 
Reliable Wife, comes Heading Out to Wonderful. Full of mystery, 
secrets and a slightly twisted sensibility, Charlie Beale’s journey 
is impossible to turn away from.

Written by the great-great-great-granddaughter of the great-
great-great Herman Melville (Moby Dick), Tigers in Red Weather 
by Liza Klaussmann is everything and nothing you would 
expect. Smart and serious, as well as insightful and delicious, 
this story of a family grappling with hidden truths and betrayals 
is riveting from beginning to end.

Just in time for a last day at the beach, Rebecca Harrington’s 
Penelope will keep you laughing while you work on your tan. 
This tale of a hapless freshman’s bumpy assimilation into college 
life recalls the neurosis of Bridget Jones – in a good way.

GIFTS

One of the few modern artists who pleases just about everyone 
without sacrificing the least bit of integrity, David Hockney 
shows off his strengths in David Hockney: A Bigger Picture. This 
gorgeous book of landscape paintings, paired with the artist’s 
own thoughts, will please art lovers and laypeople alike.

The infiltration of women into the higher echelons of the food 
patriarchy marches on with A Girl and Her Pig. Chef April 
Bloomfield, not afraid to get her hands dirty with her nose-to-
tail principles, provides straightforward and practical recipes, as 
well as personal anecdotes, in this delightful book.

The “weird tale” is horror’s disfigured offspring lurking in the 
attic. Rather than dealing with ghosts and murders, the subgenre 
concerns itself with the disquieting effects of the psyche being 
plunged into an unreal nightmare world, where the normal 
rules of life don’t apply. (Think David Lynch.) The Weird is a 
monumental new anthology spanning the history of the genre, 
from pioneers like H.P. Lovecraft, through modern masters like 
Thomas Ligotti and Neil Gaiman. –Mike Sebastian

LAST DAYS 
OF SUMMER 
READING LIST
Summer may be turning to fall, 

but you can squeeze in at 

least one more novel before 

the weather turns cool.

BY ANGELA MATANO

BOOKS: REAdING LIST

d.L. Hughley’s I Want You to Shut the F#ck Up! is a tongue-in-cheek  
look at American society. 

 If Bridget Jones were a freshman in college,  
her diary would sound a lot like this novel.
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USC Trojans Ranked No. 3 in Preseason

A FEW YEARS AGO, it seemed as if the USC Trojans football 
program would never rise again. They were heavily penalized, 
which led to not only a loss of scholarships (among other 
things), but also a loss in reputation, image and values. The 
NCAA sanctions hit USC hard.

But then Lane Kiffin came along. A person with an attitude 
to move forward, Kiffin re-established what was considered the 
most dominant program in all of college football throughout 
the nation. As the head coach of a team that could not qualify for 
the postseason, Kiffin managed to stick the unit together. Thusly, 
he gradually developed a plan to recruit wisely, efficiently and 
effectively.

For the past two seasons, the Trojans could have earned a 
Bowl birth, but did not for its two-year sanction. Also during 
that time, they selected to delay the scholarship reductions until 
after the Bowl ban ended (last season).

Then, the USC Director of Athletics Pat Haden conveyed 
his input on the penalties, citing that it would impact the 
program for about 10 years. That remains to be seen, but it does 
not look like that will happen the way things are going with 
Kiffin at the helm.

Now, with a roster full of remarkable young talent, 
experienced coaches, and three of the best offensive players 
nationwide, the No. 3 ranked Trojans are indeed back in 
contention for a national championship.

Led by Heisman Trophy candidate Matt Barkley at the 
quarterback position, USC figures to outscore most, if not 
all, opponents in the 2012 campaign. Barkley, a senior out 
of Newport Beach, threw for 3,528 passing yards with 39 
touchdowns and seven interceptions. Averaging nearly 300 
yards on the air per game, Barkley secured 69.1 percent of his 
throwing attempts. He is very mature, both on and off the field, 
and also demonstrates natural leadership as a person and athlete. 

We cannot discount the production from wide receivers 
Robert Woods and Marqise Lee. A junior and native of Carson, 
Woods arguably became the best WR last season after recording 
111 receptions for 1,292 yards and 15 touchdowns. As a 

freshman, the 6-foot tall Lee provided more than what he was 
asked for. In fact, his first year with the Trojans can be classified 
as ridiculously amazing; the Inglewood native posted 73 catches 
with 1,143 yards and 11 scores. Both Woods and Lee may very 
well surpass their 2011 stats, and Barkley will lead them.

Interestingly enough, where the Trojans will most likely 
see more offensive production come September is the backfield. 
Redshirt senior running back Curtis McNeal returns after 
collecting 1,038 rushing yards and six TDs on 145 carries. 
McNeal is as solid as RBs come, but USC will excel in their 
running game because of its addition of Silas Redd. Along with 
McNeal and Redd in the backfield, USC’s chances of cultivating 
a balanced attack via air and ground are frightening for its 
competitors. While at Penn State in 2011 as a sophomore, Redd 
ran for 1,241 yards on 244 rushes with seven TDs.

With Barkley, inarguably the most important piece in 
USC’s offense, Woods, Lee, Redd and McNeal, the Trojans expect 
to create a potent offense. Their defense, however, will be the 
key to a successful season that features three crucial road affairs 
against Stanford (Sept. 15), Utah (Oct. 4), and Washington (Oct. 
13).  Already slated as one of the games of the year to watch, 
USC entertains Oregon at the Los Angeles Coliseum on Nov. 
3. This game might turn out to be vital for the Trojans’ path to 
compete in the national championship contest. And of course, 
their “road game” at UCLA can come down to the wire in their 
hopes of going undefeated and hopping from ranking third to 
first nationally.

UCLA Bruins Aim to Get Back Into Winning Column

WHETHER IT WILL END UP TRULY MEANING ANYTHING 
remains to be seen, but the UCLA Bruins made a splash in 
hiring former NFL head coach Jim Mora as the face to lead the 
program.

“Our objective here is simple,” Mora said at a press 
conference on Dec. 13, 2011. “And that is to make Bruin fans 
proud of their football team. It has been a tough decade for 
UCLA football. This is a program that has always represented 

academic and athletic excellence, and I look forward to the 
challenge of returning this football team to prominence.”

Yes indeed, but Mora has some work to do to get the 
Bruins back in contention –and to at least even be mentioned 
in the nation’s Top 25. That, in itself, would be a start. 

UCLA contains a favorable schedule, with perhaps their 
most arduous meeting coming Oct. 6 at Cal in Berkley. Last 
season, the Bruins finished 6-8 overall and 5-4 in the South 
division of the Pac-12 standings. Kevin Prince, now a senior, 
led the squad in quarterback statistics (1,828 passing yards, 
12 touchdowns). Mora has optioned Prince as the starting 
QB for the opener, but the position could be going back and 
forth with others competing for the spot for the rest of the 
season.

Regardless of who takes on the snaps, redshirt senior 
running back Johnathan Franklin leads the offensive portion 
for the Bruins. Franklin contributed 1,033 rushing yards in 
166 carries to go along with five touchdowns. Everyone is 
basically awaiting a breakout performance from Franklin, 
who is healthy, experienced and wants to make a case for 
himself in the next NFL draft.

Their most prolific receiver, Nelson Rosario (1,161 
yards, 64 catches, five TDs) is no longer available, so that 
remains a question mark as of now. Mora, nevertheless, 
brings professional experience after having coached the 
Atlanta Falcons (2004-06) and Seattle Seahawks (2009). His 
football mind will not allow the UCLA offense, or even the 
defense for that matter, to let down despite inexperience at 
several positions on both ends of the field. 

“I’ve always felt that this was a program, a university, 
that you could build into a special place,” Mora went on to 
say. “A place where you can win with consistency, where you 
can win doing it the right way, with kids that are not only 
committed to being great football players and great athletes, 
but also great students and great leaders in our community. 
And so that was very, very appealing to me. This was the job 
that I wanted, and I was fortunate to get this job.”

Mora has work to do en route to getting UCLA back on 
the winning column, but it appears he is on the right track.

BY MARVIN VASQUEz

COLLEGE FOOTBALL IS JUST 
AROUNd THE CORNER

Whether you’re rooting for the 

Trojans or the Bruins, there’s plenty 

to look forward to this season.

Wally Skalij/Los Angeles Times/MCT

USC quarterback Matt Barkley (No. 7), a Heisman Trophy candidate, and wide receiver Robert Woods (No. 
2) are expected to be one of the most prolific offensive duos in the nation.

UCLA running back Jonathan Franklin, who could become the best RB in the country, 
is looking to take the Bruins to the postseason.

Armando Brown/Orange County Register/MCT
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SPORTS: TAILGATING

SPEAKERS/MUSIC: 
Key for keeping the party going and drawing people to your 
area. Whether it’s celebrating America with some Toby Keith 
or dancing on tables to Avicii, no tailgate is complete without 
speakers and loud music. 

TENT: 
A large portable tent to mark your tailgating area. No one 
wants to see a plain tent so at very least spare the extra buck 
and get one that reps your school. Fraternities and sororities 
have their own tents as well, which is the norm at any school 
with a large Greek system such as USC. 

BBq/FOOD:
For larger or special tailgates, food is a must. Especially if 
alumni are involved, either grill yourselves or have the tailgate 
catered. The drinks are always flowing, but don’t forget that 
people aren’t always just thirsty. 

TABLES/CHAIRS:
You’re going to have a lot of people in your area so both 
of these are key. Tables are really important and people 
sometimes forget this. Drinking games are a staple, and what 

else are people going to play these on? 

TV:
For those dedicated tailgaters who aren’t going to the game a 
TV is a must. Typically featured at alumni tailgates, these set 
ups can get ridiculously fancy at times.

DRINKS:
Don’t let your tailgate be the first one to run out. Stock up. 
Beer first, liquor second. 

GENERATOR:
How else are you going to play music or watch the game on a TV? 

FOOTBALL: 
Duh. 

OTHER:
Remember to get tons of cups, obviously of the red solo 
variety. Ping-pong balls are dirt-cheap so don’t skimp and 
buy only one pack. People love beer pong. Also, especially 
since we’re in Los Angeles and it’s constantly hot outside, buy 
ice. No one likes warm beer. 

BY AVIEL CHANG

HOW TO THROW 
THE PERFECT 
TAILGATE

Make sure you have all the essentials 
to party it up before kick-off.

MOST OF THE TIME when I think of what to wear to a party, 
I envision myself in a dress with 5-inch stiletto heels, spending 
a considerable amount of time in front of the mirror trying to 
perfect my hair and makeup. However, when the word “tailgate” 
is thrown in front of “party,” visions of boring t-shirts and jeans 
start seeping into mind instead. Obviously, tailgates are by no 
means a high-fashion outing, but this doesn’t mean you can’t 
still look fabulous. It’s all about achieving the right balance 
between stylish and casual.

Accessorizing your outfit with head jewelry is a must for 
perfecting the fabulous-yet-casual tailgate outfit. Sporting 
headbands or hair clips of your team’s color is a great way to 
show your school spirit, and gives an instant edge to your entire 
look. Also, instead of wearing a manly trucker hat, rock a visor! It 
adds a feminine touch to your tailgate outfit. Keep your earrings 
simple to maintain that “casual-yet-sexy” feel.

Moving on to the actual outfit. Of course, you can never 
go wrong with sporting the jersey (spice it up with a cropped 
jersey) of the team you root for. Apart from jerseys, there are five 
types of tops that are perfect for the occasion: off-the-shoulder 
tops, crop tops, tube tops, t-shirt dresses and V-neck boyfriend 
cardigans. Chicka-d, Victoria Secret’s PINK line, the Alyssa 
Milano line for NFL and Simply Sporty are all great places to pick 
up cute team apparel. These feminine and fashionable clothing 
options will definitely put you into the mood for a tailgate! On 
the downside, like most sports logo apparel, these items can cost 
more than the average college student’s budget. One easy way 

to show your team spirit in a more affordable manner is to find 
clothing items at inexpensive boutiques (like Forever 21, for 
example) that incorporate your team’s color. Plan around the 
colors of the team you are supporting and you are good to go!

Progressing to the bottom… Hardcore supporters may 
want to show their spirit by wearing pants in their team’s color, 
but from a fashion perspective, anyone would look a bit foolish 
in color-matching tops and bottoms. A better suggestion is to 
wear any bright or bold-colored denim shorts (tie-dye works 
too!) to show that you are a lively and energetic fan! Hot pants 
are especially awesome for fending off the heat and showing 
off your legs on those extra humid and hot days.

Finally, we are at our final destination: what shoes to wear! 
It’s all about booties and boots. They are stylish and are made 
for walking, which makes them appropriate for a day-long 
grind like this. Gameday Boots has a wide variety of custom 
boots of your favorite team for you hardcore sports fans. 
Note: wearing boyfriend-inspired grubby sneakers is a super 
bad call. They might be comfortable, but they are definitely 
not attractive at all! Another big “don’t” is wearing flip-flops. 
Yes, they are comfortable in the beginning, but I guarantee the 
comfort will be gone in an hour or two. And who knows how 
much germs and dust will be set on and under your feet! 

On a last note, the first and foremost goal for a tailgate 
outfit is to be stylish yet COMFORTABLE –so please leave  
your stilettos and skin-tight mini skirts in the closet for 
another event!

BY ANN AU

Tents, food and beer  
are all tailgate essentials.

Strike the perfect balance between sporty and fashionable with these guidelines.

Tailgating is one of the best parts of college 

football and has become a tradition all over the 

U.S. UCLA and USC host some of the nation’s 

best tailgates and have become renowned for the 

wild spectacles. We know how to do it right, and 

there are certain things you must have in order to 

have a successful tailgate. 

Sim
ply Sporty

WHAT TO WEAR TO A TAILGATE
Show your 

school spirit with 
a fashionable 
tube top, like 
this one from 

Simply Sporty.
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GAME ANSWERS

TWEET, TWEET…

Homer Simpson
@HomerJSimpson
Twitter is chock-full of role-players. There are many fictional 
characters (Lord Voldemort, the Joker, Barney Stinson) tweeting 
amongst us today. While there were many great accounts to pick 
from (my second favorite being Drunk Hulk), America’s favorite 
family man Homer Simpson couldn’t be overlooked (not 
intended as a jab at his weight). Plus, this account is verified, so 
you know he’s the real deal.

Sample tweet: So, Miami’s the champs. See other teams? All you 
need to win are three giant superstars. How hard is that?

Samuel L. Jackson 
@SamuelLJackson
My favorite part about the Olympics this year (seeing USA win 
gold comes a close second) has been Samuel L. Jackson’s twitter. 
If you thought you were excited for the Olympics, you were 
wrong. Samuel L. Jackson was more excited than you. Samuel L. 
Jackson will always be more excited than you. I’m not sure how he 
does it, but he’s managed to come back with exclamatory tweets 
reeking of patriotism, passion, awe and criticism for almost 
every sport in the Olympics. I’d trust him with the medal count. 
He’s gotten to be quite knowledgeable about gymnastics (“Uh 
Oh, Pommel Horse next! Thass like Balance Beam for dudes!”), 
and his hatred for the sport’s NBC commentator Tim Daggett 

speaks to me. However, Jackson’s twitter isn’t good only for the 
Olympics. He’s generally very aware of all the latest news. He sent 
condolences to the Aurora shooting victims, spoke out during 
the Trayvon Martin case, and sent out a “drink responsibly!!” 
PSA the day before “St PADDY’S.” He also refers to Tiger Woods 
as “TIGA TIGA GOLFINFUQQINWOODS.”

Sample tweet: I hope Tim’s HAPPY!!! He’s the Largest 
DEDUCTION in my Joy! HEMORRHOID!

Preschool Gems 
@Preschoolgems
Kids say the darndest things. 

Sample tweet: I’m taller than I’ve ever been!

Breaking News
@BreakingNews
With almost 4.5 million followers, Breaking News is easily one 
of the most trusted news sources on Twitter. Collecting news 
from various media outlets, if it hasn’t been tweeted by Breaking 
News, it probably isn’t news.

Sample tweet: Live video: NASA officials hold news conference 
to discuss latest on Curiosity rover’s exploration of Mars - @
NBCNews http://bit.ly/Qcrji8 

STUMBLE ACROSS THESE TUMBLRS…

dearphotograph.com
This tumblr’s concept is a little difficult to explain. It’s people 
taking pictures of treasured locations in their lives, and holding 
up an old photograph of that same location. They match up 
the real-life place with the details in the picture, aligning the 
doorposts and the shrubs to create nostalgia. Captions are added 
in a “Dear Photograph” reminiscing format. Look, just go on 
the site.

Faceobok.tumblr.com
Tumblr is nothing if not a site to make fun of Facebook. This 
one mostly takes screenshots of actual groups and pages (ex: If 
I get more than 3 like I will film myself eating a hamberger) on 
the social network that people have made and other people have 
joined and liked. Come and weep at humanity with me. 

Theburninghouse.com 
This tumblr is a blog in which people submit a picture of all the 
things they would save if their house were burning down. It is 
an insightful look inside a person, and says so much without 
saying much at all. 

Animalstalkinginallcaps.tumblr.com
ANIMALS TALKING IN ALL CAPS – IT’S EXACTLY WHAT IT 
SOUNDS LIKE, AND IT’S GREAT. 

THE TWITTER AND TUMBLRS 
YOU SHOULD BE FOLLOwING NOw

Follow these accounts for plenty of chuckles –and some 
somewhat useful information too.

TECH: SOCIAL MEdIA

BY KATHY LE

As far as fictional character accounts go, 
Homer Simpson’s is one of the best.

Faceobok sifts through Facebook to find some of 
the most hilarious groups and interests.
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