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campus to concert hall

all access pass
Enjoy 11 concerts with the Los Angeles
Chamber Orchestra for only $30!* 

The All Access Pass includes:

all 7 orchestral series concerts 
@ Alex Theatre or Royce Hall
sep 20/21 beethoven 5
oct 18/19 mozart serenade
nov 15/16 beethoven concerto no. 3 
jan 24/25 vivaldi & schubert
mar 14/15 mozart & prokofiev
apr 18/19 mozart jupiter 
may 16/17 mendelssohn italian

discover mozart’s requiem 
@ Ambassador Auditorium
feb 19 with LA Master Chorale

all 3 westside connections concerts 
@ the Moss Theater
feb 5 with Frank Gehry
mar 19 with Frederick Fisher
apr 30 with Christopher Hawthorne

two ways to purchase:
call 213 622 7001 x 1 or visit laco.org/college

Advance reservation privileges and option to 
reserve up to 3 additional tickets at $12*

Je�rey Kahane
Music Director

making 
great music 
personal

LAChamberOrchestra @LACOtweets

*valid college ID required

photo Michael Burke

These are non-paid positions for college credit and resume building. 
If you are interested in covering the LA entertainment scene, 
contact us via email at managing.editor@campuscircle.net.

Write for Campus Circle!
You know you want to…

Campus Circle is looking for entertainment 

freelance writers, photographers and 

interns to cover music, film, fashion, 

dining and more in Los Angeles. 

Get access to L.A.’s entertainment scene, 

attend free movies and concerts, and 

interview your favorite celebs!
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 All procedures are performed 
by Post-graduate Dentists

and supervised by Clinical Faculty
of the Center for Esthetic Dentistry

call (310)825-4736 for an appointment

UCLA School of Dentistry, Westwood Campus

Left Photo: (Before) Existing tooth-colored fillings and porcelain crown
Right Photo: (After) IPS e.max all-ceramic crowns and veneers
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Laugh Your 
Arse Off!

REAL 911 Calls sure to make you...

Truth is by far funnier than fiction, and this collection of real calls 
to law enforcement in Hometown Police Blotter is exactly that. 

Whether you give it a gander atop the throne, or share it with 
friends, it’s sure to bring a smile to everyone’s face and then some.

Available in Paperback, Hard Cover and ePub.

www.HometownPoliceBlotter.com

http://www.campuscircle.com
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FILM: USC’S FILM SCHOOL SHOWCASING 
DENNIS HOPPER COLLECTION
The University of Southern California is celebrating film 
icon Dennis Hopper with an extensive assembly of the actor’s 
scripts, awards, film posters, photography and personal letters 
on display exclusively for USC students, faculty and staff in the 
Hugh Hefner Exhibition Hall and Cinematic Arts Gallery from 
Sept. 2 to Oct. 9 (it will open to the public on Oct. 10 through 
Nov. 26).

This free exhibit, titled Part of Being an Artist: The Dennis 
Hopper Collection, Selected Artwork and Ephemera, will feature 
some of Hopper’s iconic black and white photos, and the 
school’s Visions and Voices program will even screen some of 
his groundbreaking films, like Easy Rider on Sept. 12.

Elizabeth M. Daley, Dean of the USC School of Cinematic 
Arts, said in a press release, “We are honored to have the Dennis 
Hopper Collection here at the School of Cinematic Arts. The 
collection spans the eclectic reach of Hopper’s multi-faceted 
work, and represents to all our students the originality and voice 
that Hopper uniquely exemplified during his legendary career 
and life.”

FASHION: NEW EXHIBIT LETS YOU SEE REAL COSTUMES 
FROM FAVORITE MOVIES
From recent releases to memorable classics, Hollywood movies 
have never been short on amazing, breathtaking costumes.

This fall, on Oct. 2, the groundbreaking multimedia 
exhibition Hollywood Costume will be landing at the iconic 
Wilshire May Company Building (the future location of the 
Academy Museum of Motion Pictures) to showcase some of 

the best costume designs from some of our favorite films. The 
exhibition will run until March 2, 2015.

“We are thrilled to bring this innovative exhibition to 
Los Angles,” said Academy President Cheryl Boone in a press 
release. “Hollywood Costume invites visitors to see some of the 
most well-known costumes from their favorite movies and to 
explore the impact designers have in creating our most beloved 
characters.”

There will be more than 150 costumes from 60 lenders, and 
the Academy will add more than 40 costumes to be on display. 
See Jared Leto’s costume from Dallas Buyers Club and other 
costumes from The Hunger Games, The Great Gatsby, Django 
Unchained, Lee Daniels’ The Butler, Man of Steel and American 
Hustle.

But perhaps the cherry on top, the crème de la crème of 
movie costumes, will be the ORIGINAL ruby slippers from 
1939’s The Wizard of Oz!

This innovative exhibition’s structure will take you on a 
non-chronological, four-gallery journey that tells the story of 
costume design. You won’t just be viewing costumes, though; 
Hollywood Costume will also feature montages, animation, film 
clips and projections.

Whether you are a lover of fashion, film or both, this 
exhibition is one you do not want to miss!

LIFESTYLE: COLLEGE GIRLS SPEND 
10 HOURS A DAY ON PHONES
A Baylor University study found that college women spend an 
average of 10 hours a day on their cell phones while men spend 
eight (via College Candy).

“Cell phones may wind up being an escape mechanism 
from their classrooms. For some, cell phones in class may 
provide a way to cheat,” said researcher James Roberts.

Apparently, 60 percent of students in the study (which 
examined a total of only 164 students) admitted that they might 
be addicted to their phones, with Pinterest and Instagram being 
“associated significantly with cell phone addiction.”

“As cell phone functions increase, addictions to this 
seemingly indispensable piece of technology become an 
increasingly realistic possibility,” said Roberts.

But, what students seem to be doing the most on their 
phones include texting, sending emails, checking Facebook, 
surfing the Internet and listening to their iPods.

Give it a few more years, and we bet “swiping” on Tinder 
and “snapping” on Snapchat will be in the top list of their cell 
phone activities.

NEWS

NEWS VIEWS The Latest in L.A. and beyond.
BY CAMPUS CIRCLE STAFF The Dennis Hopper Collection is now open for students.
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COLLEGE CENTRAL

STARTING COLLEGE CAN BE HARD, especially since most of your friends are probably attending 
different colleges because the universe hates you—so you tell yourself. No matter if that’s really 
true or if you actually have your best friend as your roommate, college is a great time to begin new 
friendships in case that bestie of yours ditches you for someone else.

However, there are “friends” you should avoid making at all costs:  

THE DRAMA QUEEN 
You’re in college for a reason, and it’s not to deal with the immaturity of your prior high school 
peers.   College is supposed to be a fresh start, and people really shouldn’t pack their high school 
drama with them. If you choose to befriend the Drama Queen, college will stop being very fun and 
will become high school all over again. Plus, what benefits will you get from babysitting someone 
who exaggerates everything? Sure, her stories might entertain you at first, but they will get very old 
and very draining, the latter of which the college workload already does for you.

THE STAGE-FIVE CLINGER
You went to college to make lots of friends, not just one friend who wants to be the center of your 
universe. Yeah, he or she might be awesome when it’s just the two of you, and you both maybe 
have a lot in common (not to mention you two are the same size, so you can borrow each other’s 
clothes), but you should also be able to make other friends and separate plans without feeling like 
you have to answer to somebody. Go to college to gain your independence, and find friends who 
are the doing the same. Also, on a darker note, the Stage-Five Clinger may turn into that friend 
that becomes your stalker (have you seen The Roommate?!), which is enough to tell you to run far, 
far away.

THE MOOCHER/USER
This is the “friend” you should avoid if you want to make that financial aid check last you the 
entire semester.   The thing about being a college student is that most often you’re a BROKE college 
student, which means a trip to the movies or eating at that cute little café near campus is a real 
treat. Don’t let a moocher make your financial struggle even more difficult. If you keep loaning 
money to the Moocher/User, chances are he won’t return the favor. So, save your money, and go 
find real friends who won’t treat you like their personal ATM.

THE FLAKE 
This one is just as bad as the Moocher/User.   The thing you will learn early on in college is that you 
really have to manage your calendar so that you can make good grades while still having a social 
life. Naturally, it’s frustrating when you make plans only to have this “friend” cancel on you last 
minute. Ain’t nobody got time for that.  
-- 
Concentrate on making friends who will lift you up and who you can truly have fun with, not the 
ones that will sour your college experience.

STAY AWAY!
4 people you do not want to befriend freshman year.

BY ASTRID DELGADO

Minka Kelly in The Roommate learned Leighton Meester’s character wasn’t really a 
friend she needed to make.

THE ROOMATE

CAMPUS CIRCLE

WED: 9/11/14  

4.875” x 12.5” SS

ALL.NGD-P.0911.campuscircle

 THIS FILM IS RATED PG-13

No purchase necessary. While supplies last. All winners will be drawn at random from all eligible entries. Screen Gems, Campus 

Circle and their affi liates accept no responsibility or liability in connection with any loss or injury incurred in connection with use 

of a prize. Seating is on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis and is not guaranteed. Not responsible for lost, delayed or misdirected 

entries. All federal and local taxes are the responsibility of the winner. Void where prohibited by law. No phone calls please. 

Specifi c terms, conditions, and limitations may apply to all prizes. Ten winners will receive a run of engagement pass good for two 

admissions Monday through Thursday only, excluding holidays, at pre-specifi ed theatre(s), which will be valid through the fi lm’s 

run of engagement at that theatre(s). Run of engagement passes will be valid beginning on or after Monday, September 15, 2014.  

INVITE YOU AND
A GUEST TO SEE

To enter for a chance to win a pass for two

to see NO GOOD DEED, register at:

www.campuscircle.com/sweeps/NoGoodDeed

IN THEATERS SEPTEMBER 12
NoGoodDeedMovie.com

Facebook.com/NoGoodDeedMovie
#NoGoodDeedMovie

http://www.campuscircle.com
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YOUR 18TH BIRTHDAY is the day you officially transition from 
adolescence into adulthood. It’s also usually around the age when 
you head off to college and become independent and self-reliant. 
This means that your parents are no longer in control of the four 
“w’s” of your life: where you’re going, who you’re going with, 
why you’re going and when you’re coming home. The chance to 
control your own future is a right that comes with adulthood.

Unfortunately, when you have overprotective, “helicopter” 
parents, adulthood doesn’t mean the same to you as it does to 
others.

If you’re a college student with strict parents, you can 
understand why, in 2012, Aubrey Ireland was granted a 
restraining order from her parents after telling the court that she 
felt like “a dog with a collar on.” Her parents felt the need to plant 
a tracking device on her computer and cell phone, and surprise 
her with unannounced visits while she was away at college.  

According to The Huffington Post, “Over-involved parents 
view their children as career-impaired drunk drivers who are 
going to steer their lives straight into the Breakdown Ditch of 
Failure.” These parents attempt to force their dreams onto their 
children by threatening to revoke money, love or respect if their 
kids don’t follow the life they mapped out for them. If you have 
a parent that’s a little (or very) controlling, you understand that 
your life doesn’t feel like your own anymore. 

Below are a few ways you can regain control of your life 
without sacrificing financial help from your parents or your 
relationship with them.

1. Try the “If I ___, then you have to ___” Compromise
Here’s the thing: it might be hard to believe, but your 
overprotective parents are trying. As terrible as it is having your 
parents shove their ideals down your throat, you need to trust 
that they have the best intentions in mind. Your parents truly 
want you to be successful in college and, to them, that means 
intervening in every situation. Instead of attempting to block 
them completely out of your life, meet them halfway.

2. Don’t Mess Up 
Convincing your parents that you’re responsible means acting 
like a responsible adult. Prove to them that you know what you’re 
doing while in college. Don’t give them any reason to assume that 
you’re going to steer your life into a ditch of failure and regret. 
Give your parents what they want: try hard in school, don’t get 
yourself into trouble and figure out a plan for your own future, 
so your parents don’t feel like they need to.

3. Make Your Own Money
Try not to be too financially reliant on your parents. Of course, 
they’re your parents, and if they want to help you with tuition, 
rent and other college costs, that’s great! But, if your parents 
tend to hold money over your head to get you to do what they 
want, it’s time to start thinking of ways to make your own 
money. If you need extra cash for shopping or going out, resist 
asking your parents. Instead, look into a part-time job or work-
study program. 

4. Prove To Them That Your Career Choice Matters
Some helicopter parents don’t believe money comes from 
happiness. They don’t care that your major makes you happy; 

they care if it makes you money.
I have a typical Persian family. For those who don’t know 

what that entails, it means that my career choices are limited 
to: doctor, lawyer or pharmacist. When I told them that I was 
planning on majoring in journalism, they actually thought I was 
joking. But eventually, they noticed that I had a natural talent for 
writing, and once they realized that my English writing abilities 
are brag worthy to their friends, they became used to the idea of 
allowing their child to pursue her dreams.

Once your parents recognize that you have a true talent, 
they’ll start believing that you’ll be successful in doing what 
you love. Prove to your parents that there are jobs in your field 
and that you’re capable of getting one by taking on internships, 
freelancing or joining student organizations and taking on 
projects that relate to your career aspirations. 

5. Take Control
Sometimes, overprotective parents are a result of children who 
allow their parents to helicopter them.

A helicopter parent who is always standing beside you, 
waiting to catch you when you fall can be extremely harmful to 
your educational and professional growth. Force your parents 
into getting used to the idea of letting you take control of your 
own life. Don’t let your parents write your papers or resumes 
for you, and don’t cry to them every single time you hit a bump 
in the road. Sure, turn to them for advice or support, but don’t 
ask them to fix your problems for you. You’ll never learn how to 
stand on your own if you never fall.

6. Seek Help from Others
If you’ve done all you can and your parents still aren’t easing up 
on you, perhaps it’s time you look to other peop le for assistance. 
Try reaching out to close family members (like a grandparent, 
aunt, sibling, etc.) to see if they can talk to your parents for you. 
Or, perhaps you and your parents should try talking to a family 
counselor.

If your situation is as severe as Ireland’s, turn to your school 
for help. She was attending the University of Cincinnati, and 
when her parents stopped footing the tuition bill because she 
cut off contact with them, the university gave her a scholarship. 
The school also hired security guards to keep Ireland’s parents 
out of her school performances.

And as a last resort: see what your legal options are. If your 
parents are invading your privacy or stalking you, a judge might 
be willing to hear your case.

COLLEGE CENTRAL

HELICOPTER 

PARENTS: 

HOW TO 

DEAL

A few ways to make your 
overprotective parents step back.

BY NICOLE SAZEGAR

STEVE W
ARE/M

CT

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/12/27/aubrey-ireland-restraining-order-parents_n_2372043.html
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COLLEGE CENTRAL: OP ED

ON JULY 21, IN AN ARTICLE TITLED “DON’T SEND YOUR KID 
TO THE IVY LEAGUE,” William Deresiewicz wrote about the 
many problems he’s seen with the elite network of universities. 
He criticizes the Ivy League and other selective institutions for 
their failure to create campuses of socioeconomic diversity and 
for perpetuating the class system in the United States. Long 
story short: he basically thinks that these universities cause their 
students to become “out-of-touch, entitled little [sh*ts].”  

As a graduate of Barnard College, a women’s college 
affiliated with Columbia University, I agree with a lot of the 
points and criticisms Deresiewicz mentions in his article. 
Although, I don’t agree that I became an “entitled little sh*t,” I 
can say that without my other experiences in life, I probably was 
on my way to becoming one.

I wouldn’t trade in the education I received at Barnard and 
Columbia for any other one in the world. It worked for me, and 
it really did challenge and help me by opening up my mind. I will 
be forever grateful for the education I earned and to the students 
and professors that helped me along the way. But, Deresiewicz 
is correct in his view that elite institutions have many students 
with “toxic levels of fear, anxiety and depression.” I know this 
because I was one of them.

The fall semester of my junior year was probably one of 
the most stressful, anxiety-ridden, isolating semesters of my 
college career. When I went into the semester with six classes, an 
internship, membership in a sorority and a position as a writer 
for an on-campus magazine, I was satisfied. Although I wasn’t 
volunteering on the weekends and also writing for the campus 
newspaper, I thought I still was living (somewhat) up to the 
standards of “Super People.”

What are “Super People?” According to Deresiewicz, “Super 
People” (a term created by writer James Atlas) are students that 
have “a double major, a sport, a musical instrument, a couple of 
foreign languages, service work in distant corners of the globe 
and a few hobbies thrown in for good measure.” “Super People” 

have mastered everything, “with a serene self-assurance that 
leaves adults and peers alike in awe.”

Even though I was living up to those standards and had the 
satisfaction of knowing that my schedule and ability to manage 
all that I did was impressive, I was miserable that semester. I 
would never sleep on Wednesday nights, so that I could work 
on assignments. I would come home from a full day of classes or 
interning (often without a break) and spend hours upon hours 
studying and working on assignments. I never got to spend a lot 
of time with my friends, and I was often isolated in my room 
because I wanted to maintain or raise my precious, beloved GPA. 
And part of the reason why I did it all: I felt so much pressure 
around me.

When you take a walk through Barnard and Columbia’s 
campus, you will probably overhear a conversation that sounds 
like a competition for who is the most stressed and who has the 
most work. It goes like this:

Person A: I’m so tired. I didn’t get any sleep last night because 
I was working on my 20-page paper.

Person B: I know what you mean. I actually haven’t slept for 
two days because I had to turn in my first draft for my thesis. It 
was 40 pages.

Person A: Wow. I probably won’t sleep tonight again because 
I have two presentations in two days, but I’m interning all day 
tomorrow.

The pressure to be on top, or the definition of “Super 
People,” is so high at elite institutions such as Columbia. 
Although there was no authority figure pointing his or her finger 
at me, telling me to do it all and know it all, going to school 
with thousands of intelligent students who were interning, 
working an on-campus job, taking six classes and attending 
four club meetings a week was pressure enough. You feel like 
you’re not good enough, because you don’t have an internship 
for the semester. Or, you feel like you’re inadequate because 
you’re taking five classes instead of six. And when I didn’t fit 

that criteria some semesters, I often felt embarrassed and just 
wanted to avoid talking to certain peers. On top of that, there 
were times when I felt overwhelming waves of anxiety about not 
having accomplished something notable: I haven’t published a 
book; I never interned at a government office, and I’ve never 
been invited to MSNBC to give my perspective on education.

What I needed to realize earlier in college (and what I 
realized my senior year) was that I didn’t really need to do it all. 
I needed to learn how to not let the pressure get to me. I should 
have stopped comparing myself to other students. Yes—this 
classmate sitting next to be has interned for the UN and seems 
to know about the political situation in every country, but that 
doesn’t make me inferior. I should’ve ignored the “entitled little 
sh*t” that snickered at another student for making a mistake 
during discussion session. I also should’ve figured out how to 
balance school, work and my social life a lot earlier.

One thing that I learned very late in college was that balance 
is the key to actually enjoying a selective college or university. I 
figured out that I’m smart, and I can trust my intelligence with 
the material I learned in school. I didn’t really need to spend 
all day on a Saturday locked away in my room studying. When 
I finally made time for my friends, when I allowed myself to 
binge-watch Netflix or take a guilt-free nap from time to time, I 
was able to really appreciate Barnard and Columbia. Through a 
balance and by not giving into the pressure, my classmates were 
no longer my competitors or “people to impress;” they became 
my equals, people who I could really learn from. And, I enjoyed 
being around them.

Whether or not you go to an Ivy League school, a U.S. 
Weekly “top” school or a selective one, it’s best not to give into 
the pressure that will surround you. Allowing yourself to actually 
enjoy the education you receive and making time to engage with 
your peers socially is crucial to avoiding the “toxic” levels of 
unnecessary pressure, fear of failure, seclusion and anxiety at 
these institutions.

THE TRUTH ABOUT GOING TO AN IVY LEAGUE

 BY J. SHADÉ QUINTANILLAMany Ivy League students experience toxic levels of fear, anxiety and depression. 

I was almost an entitled little sh*t.  

http://www.campuscircle.com
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FILM: FEATURE

ON A RECENT AFTERNOON, author Jonathan Tropper sat 
down in a Brentwood restaurant and surveyed the beverage 
options. “How honest do you want me to be?” he asked. 
“Sometimes I become dangerously honest with a cocktail.” After 
a moment of careful deliberation, he settled on a Diet Coke. “It 
feels a little early,” he explained somewhat apologetically.

As readers of his novels know, Tropper, 44, can be 
dangerously honest no matter what he’s drinking, laying bare 
the flaws and foibles of his suburban middle-class characters as 
they fumble through marriage, careers, midlife crises and family 
squabbles. Given his talent for blending cutting wit with tear-
jerking poignancy, it’s no surprise Hollywood has come calling.

On Sept. 19, director Shawn Levy’s adaptation of Tropper’s 
2009 bestseller This Is Where I Leave You will hit theaters. With a 
screenplay by Tropper and a starry ensemble cast that includes 
Jason Bateman, Tina Fey, Jane Fonda and Adam Driver, the 
movie chronicles an emotionally tumultuous week in the life of 
four combative siblings as they return home after the death of 
their father to sit shiva, the Jewish ritual of mourning.

As Tropper sees it, This Is Where I Leave You follows in 
the tradition of such filmmakers as James L. Brooks, Cameron 
Crowe and Woody Allen, mining comedy and drama from one 
nuclear family’s Fukushima-level meltdown.

“The stuff that made me want to be a screenwriter was 
that warts-and-all, slightly heightened but still grounded 
storytelling about family and relationships,” said Tropper, a 
divorced father of three. “When those movies work — like 
Terms of Endearment, Jerry Maguire, Annie Hall — they’re the 
ones you never forget.”

That type of midrange, adult-oriented dramedy has 

become something of an endangered species in Hollywood 
in recent years. Still, from early in his career, Tropper, who 
grew up in the Riverdale section of New York and lives in 
Westchester County, found plenty of interest in bringing his 
work to the screen. Three of his first four novels — The Book 
of Joe (2004), How to Talk to a Widower (2005) and Everything 
Changes (2007) — were optioned within a week of publication.

Watching from the outside as others struggled without 
success to get those movies made, Tropper decided to try his 
own hand at screenwriting. “I always wanted to take a stab at it, 
but writing novels is what came naturally to me,” he said. “I felt 
like I needed to get there and see if maybe I could make it work.”

Tropper’s first paid screenwriting job was a contemporary 
reimagining of the classic 1950 Jimmy Stewart movie Harvey, 
about a man whose best friend is an invisible rabbit. Though 
Steven Spielberg was briefly attached to direct, that project 
eventually stalled.

Given the passionate fan base for This Is Where I Leave 
You, though, interest in a movie version was high from the 
start. Himself an ardent fan of Tropper’s work, Levy — whose 
previous movies, like Night at the Museum, have skewed 
younger and lighter — insisted on keeping the film as faithful 
to the novel as possible.

“I have this ridiculously dog-eared copy of the novel,” 
Levy said. “Every time there was a line of dialogue I thought 
was awesome, I underlined it to make sure it was in the script. 
Every time there was a piece of description I thought was 
lovely, I highlighted it and made sure it was in the production 
design or cinematography.”

Tropper’s script attracted an impressive array of actors, 

each of whom was willing to work for a reduced fee to help 
keep the budget under $20 million.

“I just thought it was funny and also very human and real,” 
said Fonda, who plays the family’s matriarch, whose sexual 
openness mortifies her offspring. “I related to my character. 
Her boundaries are kind of porous, and I’m sort of that way 
myself. My children would testify to that.”

Tropper is optimistic that the film will connect with 
moviegoers. “I’m pretty confident that there’s an audience out 
there for it,” he said. “I think fans of the book are going to love 
it. I’m hoping we can carve out a studio niche for this type of 
movie again.”

Either way, Tropper’s work in Hollywood shows no sign 
of slowing. The Cinemax action-drama series Banshee, which 
he co-created, is going into its third season. He is working with 
Levy on an adaptation of Steve Martin’s novel The Pleasure 
of My Company and an original father-son dramedy called 
Kodachrome. And Paramount is developing his most recent 
novel, 2012’s One Last Thing Before I Go, for a film to be 
produced by J.J. Abrams.

Still, even as he hears the siren call of movies and 
television, Tropper says long-form fiction will always be his 
home. “All of this exists because I’m a novelist,” he said. “My 
feeling is that books and movies are two separate things. People 
always ask, ‘Are you worried they’ll ruin your book?’ The book 
is here. They can’t change a word of it.”

©2014 the Los Angeles Times
Visit the Los Angeles Times at www.latimes.com
Distributed by MCT Information Services

JONATHAN TROPPER OFFERS THIS IS WHERE I LEAVE YOU
BY JOSH ROTTENBERG MCT/LOS ANGELES TIMES

 Jonathan Tropper (L) with director Shawn Levy (R).

JESSICA MIGLIO

http://www.latimes.com
http://www.mctdirect.com
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IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR ADRENALINE, NONSTOP 
ACTION, the beautiful Taraji P. Henson and the ever-so-dreamy 
Idris Elba, then you better rush to theaters to see the contained 
psychological thriller No Good Deed on Sept. 12. 

Henson plays the perfect strong-willed, independent 
and resilient woman that audiences don’t get to see enough 
of in Hollywood films these days. A question many people 
may ask before seeing this movie: does she have the skills for 
a psychological thriller? The answer is, yes; she completely 
masters this role. 

Which really shouldn’t be a surprise. After all, she was 
nominated for an Oscar for her supporting role in The Curious 
Case of Benjamin Button; she was a tough, smart detective on 
“Person of Interest;” and she starred in the 2001 dramedy Baby 
Boy with Tyrese Gibson.

But still, lately Henson has been known as a funny-woman 
thanks to her recent roles in the more lighthearted romantic 
comedies Think Like a Man and its sequel. 

“It’s very different from acting in romantic comedies 
because you’re petrified the entire movie,” said Henson. “I’m 
always in love or in a relationship, but this time it was…
different.” 

“Different” is perhaps what Hollywood needs from 
actresses such as Henson, especially when it comes to landing 
leading female roles. In a recent USC study, women had less than 

one-third of all speaking characters over the last six years in 600 
films. However, the study did find that women have been making 
strides in blockbuster films in the comedy, action/adventure and 
animation genres.

“I think we’re getting more opportunities as women,” said 
Henson while talking about her feelings towards the modern 
entertainment industry. “I always asked, ‘Where is the female 
cop duo’? That’s why The Heat is great. It’s all about female 
protagonists. Hollywood is opening up their minds a little bit, 
and they’re not just using women as sexy sidepieces anymore. 
We’re intelligent beings that can act.” The 43-year-old also said 
she admires other female character-heavy shows and films as 
well, showing appreciation for Netflix’s “Orange is the New 
Black,” which has a strong and diverse female cast. 

But Henson herself definitely emanates the strong yet sexy 
character in No Good Deed, and by the end of the film, audiences 
will surely be on the edge of their seats, cheering her on. She 
kicks some serious butt in a scene with Elba, who—in subtle 
exasperation—explained that the short fight scene took a lengthy 
three days to film. And when he  and Henson finally nailed it, he 
playfully admitted that he was proud of and surprised by his 
co-star’s overt passion and strength whilst attempting to knock 
him out.

Despite the fighting and the fact that Colin (Elba) is a 
psychotic, narcissistic killer, for some strange reason, you’ll 

want him and Terri (Henson) to fall for one another. The sexual 
tension between the two is palpable, and after seeing the film, I 
truly believed the two had worked together in the past. Their on-
screen relationship is so believable and appealing that I guessed 
they have been friends for awhile. However, after talking to 
Henson, I was surprised to discover that not only was No Good 
Deed the first movie she and Elba have starred in together, but 
they’d only briefly met in the past. 

When asked about how it was working with her handsome 
co-star, Henson joked, “He’s quite difficult and not too easy 
on the eyes. He has that dumb accent, but other than that, he’s 
great.” 

She continued seriously, “He was amazing to work with; it 
was just like working with a friend. Ever since we knew about 
each other, we wanted to work together.” 

The pair explained how they constantly pushed each other’s 
buttons on set, but that playful tension made for great chemistry 
onscreen. Considering that Elba is one of the most desired men 
in Hollywood, Henson—being the comical woman that she is—
said she wanted to break down his confidence a bit. By the end 
of the film, everyone was teasing Elba, too, but it was all fun 
and games, and the atmosphere on the dark (both literally and 
figuratively) movie set was ironically light-hearted and fun. 

But still, Henson admitted that as soon as she’d leave the 
movie set at night, she’d go back to the beautiful yet eerie Atlanta 
mansion she was staying in, have her agent escort her to the 
door, sprint up the stairs, lock the bedroom door and curl up 
under the covers. 

“Talk about method acting,” she laughed. 

No Good Deed releases in theaters on Friday, Sept. 12, 2014.

FILM

TARAJI P. 
HENSON 
SHOWS 
STRENGTH 
IN NO GOOD 
DEED
The actress on women

in film and working 

with Elba Idris.

BY SYDNEY ROSS

Taraji P. Henson reminds us that more women should be landing leading roles in today’s films. QUANTRELL COLBERT

http://www.campuscircle.com
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FROM ONE OF ROBIN WILLIAMS’ LAST FILMS to Steve 
Carell’s milestone dramatic acting performance, this fall brings 
us some of the most entertaining indie movies we’ve ever seen.

AT THE DEVIL’S DOOR
Release Date: Sept. 12
IFC Midnight
Sometimes helping those in need isn’t in your best interest. 
In Leigh’s case, it could mean the difference between life and 
death. A real estate agent, Leigh (Catalina Sandino Moreno) is 
just doing her job trying to sell a house, but when she discovers 
the old owner’s daughter is still living there, and in a seriously 
bad mental health state, she decides to help her. It soon becomes 
apparent, however, that something otherworldly is living inside 
the girl, and now both Leigh and her sister Vera (Naya Rivera, 
“Glee”) are now the new targets of its sinister magic. 

PUMP
Release Date: Sept. 12
Submarine Deluxe
Branded as “The Movie that Will Change Everything,” Pump 
unveils the unnecessary dependence Americans have on the gas 
pump. From ethanol to methanol to many other natural gases 
that can be obtained on U.S. soil, this documentary exposes the 
potential future of our gas stations—a future that would save 
Americans vast sums of money. The question is not if those who 
have a monopoly on the everyday gas pump will allow that to 
happen, but will we, the everyday American, realize that we can 
make it happen ourselves?

TRACKS
Release Date: Sept. 19
The Weinstein Company
With nothing but drive and determination, Robyn Davidson 
(Mia Wasikowska) decides to walk the 2,000-mile journey 
across the Australian desert. Though her sanity and motivation 
is questioned, she looks ahead to only see an unmatched 
opportunity for reflection and discovery. Strangers inevitably 
make their way into her voyage, including National Geographic 
photographer Rick Smolan (Adam Driver, “Girls”), but 
ultimately in this harrowing true story, it is Robyn’s adventure 
that is truly amazing. With such an immense scope, director 

John Curran has embraced the Australian wild’s brutal beauty 
to create something richly affecting. 

JACK AND THE CUCKOO-CLOCK HEART
Release Date: Sept. 24
Europa Corp
Born on the coldest day ever, poor Jack’s heart became frozen 
solid with the only solution to replace it with a cuckoo clock. 
Always under the watchful eye of his overly protective mother, 
Jack is discouraged to lose his temper or get too excited, but 
more than anything, he is absolutely forbidden to fall in love. 
An animated delight, Jack and the Cuckoo-Clock Heart takes us 
to 19th century Edinburgh, where the world is on the brink of a 
technological revolution and where Jack simply wants to follow 
his ticking heart, despite the trouble it gets him into. For Hugo 
and Coraline fans, this may be the perfect fit. 

THE BOXTROLLS
Release Date: Sept. 26
Focus Features
The talented LAIKA Studios, who brought us the ceaselessly 
whimsical stop motion films Coraline and ParaNorman, now 
present The Boxtrolls, a family film bursting with color, wit and 
just that perfect touch of darkness to appeal to all audiences. 
Orphaned as a young boy, Eggs (Isaac Hempstead-Wright) 
was adopted by unusual foster parents: a gang of wacky trolls 
who don boxes for clothes and live under the quaint streets of 
Cheesebridge. Having lived his whole life underground, and 
rather contently, the evil Archibald Snatcher (Ben Kingsley) 
unveils an evil scheme to get rid of the Boxtrolls, urging Eggs to 
surface above ground to defend his grumbly family and friends 
below. Of course, he’s not alone as he bumps into a feisty young 
gal, Winnifred (Elle Fanning), who’s ready and willing to join in 
the adventure. 

20,000 DAYS ON EARTH
L.A. Release Date: Sept. 26
N.Y. Release Date: Sept. 17
Drafthouse Films
To say he is an icon would be an understatement, but to 
legendary musician Nick Cave, life has always been more than 
just making a quick buck or have legions of fans praising his 

every word. Always, it has been about creating an intense 
emotion in another human being and to imprint something 
unexpected on this world that is utterly unique and ultimately 
beautiful. In this poetic and emotionally rich docudrama, we see 
a side of Cave that we never expected but perhaps have always 
unknowingly craved, facing questions of mortality and love in 
superbly cinematic way. Being a fan of Cave ought not to be a 
requirement to enjoy this enigmatic portrait of a lyrical master. 

WHIPLASH
Release Date: Oct. 10
Sony Pictures Classics
Just when he thought his dreams were coming true, having been 
accepted as the core jazz drummer in the best band at the nation’s 
best music college, Andrew Neyman (Miles Teller) realizes 
he may be in over his head. A teacher that brings a whole new 
meaning to tough love, Terence Fletcher (JK Simmons) pushes 
Andrew beyond his limits, both physically and mentally, to a 
point where he must decide how far he is willing to go to keep 
his dream alive before it breaks him. But don’t worry non-jazz 
fans; director Damien Chazelle’s Sundance darling is packed with 
enough tension to get anyone’s toe tapping. 

KITE
Release Date: Oct. 10
Anchor Bay Entertainment, Distant Horizon and Detalle Films
After her parents are brutally murdered in front of her eyes, a 
young girl takes it upon herself to exact her revenge by any 
means necessary. This is Sawa (India Eisley, “The Secret Life of 
the American Teenager”) and with the aid of an unexpected 
family friend, played by the ever-present Samuel L. Jackson, she 
has all the weapons and drive to clean up the dirt that covers 
her corrupt city. Based on the wildly popular anime of the same 
name, director Ralph Ziman’s adaptation doesn’t skimp on the 
grit, blood and comic bookish flare to show just how far Sawa is 
willing to go to avenge her beloved parents. 

I AM ALI
Release Date: Oct. 10
Focus World
While the world may know him as “The Greatest,” some simply 
know him as Ali. Rarely have we, an international audience, seen 

YOUR 2014 FALLChanning Tatum, 

Miles Teller & the late 

Robin Williams star 

in this genre’s most 

powerful films.

BY COOPER COPELAND

A Merry Friggin’ Christmas
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how Muhammad Ali has won so much glory from outside the 
boxing ring. Through unprecedented archival audio records 
from the man himself and intensely intimate testimonies from 
those closest to him, I Am Ali enriches our understanding of the 
friendly giant to something far greater. 

EXISTS
Release Date: Oct. 14
Lionsgate
The director of The Blair Witch Project, Eduardo Sánchez, 
returns and is ready to lead us back into the woods with Exists. 
When a group of friends head to Texas’ desolate woods for a 
fun getaway weekend, things take a turn for the worse when a 
terrifying creature that can only be compared to Sasquatch starts 
terrorizing them. With GoPros in tow and stationed around the 
decrepit cabin, their grisly story is documented with the hopes of 
discovering exactly what hunts them. 

RUDDERLESS
Release Date: Oct. 17 
Samuel Goldwyn Films
In the wake of his son’s tragic death in a school shooting, Sam 
(Billy Crudup) falls into a deep state of denial and depression, 
causing him to lose his successful advertising job and putting 
a major strain on his marriage. The only thing that he finds 
comfort in now is playing the music that his son had wrote 
before his untimely death. After performing a brief set at a café, 
he is surprised to find an awkward young man named Quentin 
(Anton Yelchin) was deeply moved by the song and urges Sam 
to play more with him at his side. As the two form a deep bond 
thanks to his son’s talented music, and as they gather a major 
fan base, Sam can finally face what he’s been running from 
since the incident. Also starring Selena Gomez, this tearjerker 
is a surprising directorial debut from the marvelous William H. 
Macy (“Shameless”).

FORCE MAJEURE 
Release Date: Oct. 24
Magnolia Pictures
Force Majeure follows a seemingly perfect Swedish family on 
a seemingly perfect ski trip to the French Alps. With two well-
behaved children in tow, two loving and beautiful parents, surely 

nothing could go wrong. In this fresh and buoyant dramedy, 
which was a dark horse favorite at this year’s Cannes Film 
Festival, the trip’s “perfection” evaporates when an avalanche 
occurs during a pleasant mountainside lunch. Instead of turning 
to tragedy, the event and how the family reacts to it rather sparks 
consideration of marriage and parenthood, with refreshing wit 
and bluntness. 

THE THEORY OF EVERYTHING
Release Date: Nov. 7
Focus Features
We all know Stephen Hawking as one of the most brilliant minds 
the world has ever known. What most of us don’t know is exactly 
how and why he became the astounding man he is today. Played 
by Eddie Redmayne, we see the tragically romantic beginnings 
with the gorgeous Jane (Felicity Jones, The Invisible Woman) as 
the two start college where Stephen is already proving to be a 
force to be reckoned with—that is, until his physical form turns 
against him. Suddenly, both Stephen and Jane must evaluate the 
depths of their passionate love for one another as his disease 
seeks to pull them apart. 

A MERRY FRIGGIN’ CHRISTMAS
Release Date: Nov. 7
Sycamore Pictures
Despite the tragedy of Robin Williams’ untimely death, A 
Merry Friggin’ Christmas gives the opportunity for a jolly last 
look at the beloved comedian’s work. Being forced to spend the 
holidays with his more-than-slightly offbeat parents is just the 
beginning of Boyd’s (Williams) problems this Christmas. After 
forgetting his son’s presents at his house, he is forced to take a 
road trip through the increasingly hazardous snowstorm with 
his estranged father to retrieve them before the night is up. The 
pressure is on Boyd to give his family an unforgettable Christmas 
while still keeping his sanity. 

SEX ED
Release Date: Nov. 7
Marvista Entertainment
Sitting through Sex Ed was one thing. Teaching it is a whole other 
ballgame, especially when you’re a virgin. This is the unfortunate 
scenario for Eddie (Haley Joel Osment), a first-time teacher 

teaching at an inner-city school. With most of his kids completely 
misinformed about the world of sex education, Eddie takes it 
upon himself to do the educating despite his lack of expertise. 
With the perfect casting of Osment (aka the little boy from The 
Sixth Sense) as an awkward teacher simply trying to do the right 
thing paired with a surprisingly untapped premise, Sex Ed ought 
to be the perfect lighthearted addition to this fall’s movie queue.

FOXCATCHER
Release Date: Nov. 14
Sony Pictures Classics
To achieve greatness, one must make sacrifices. For Olympic 
Gold Metal winning wrestler Mark Schultz (Channing Tatum), 
no sacrifice is too big, for he wants not only to be great, but also 
be the greatest. His key to attaining such splendor is to put all 
of his trust in multi-millionaire John du Pont (Steve Carell) 
who wants to personally bring glory to the U.S. once again at 
the 1988 Seoul Olympics. Taking Mark, his brother Dave (Mark 
Ruffalo) and a team of the best American wrestlers into his own 
state of the art wrestling facilities, John offers not only glory, but 
he’s a father figure willing to do anything for them. What neither 
brother realizes are the deep and dark motivations behind John’s 
obsession with winning—so deep and dark that it ultimately 
leads to tragedy. Based on true events, Foxcatcher marks a true 
turn in Carell’s career, putting on his most dramatic and creepiest 
mask yet. 

WOLVES
Release Date: Nov. 14
Ketchup Entertainment
For anyone who’s been waiting for a mash-up of “True Blood” 
and “Teen Wolf,” director David Hayter has the answer with 
Wolves. When Cayden (Lucas Till, X-Men: First Class), the 
most popular boy in school with everything to lose, witnesses 
his parents’ murder, he finds that he’s developed some new…
animalistic tendencies. After a number of terrifying accidents, all 
of which include Cayden turning into a werewolf, he leaves his 
perfect life to save others from himself. What he unexpectedly 
finds is a community of wolves—very tough wolves who are 
willing to show him the way. Of course, when he shows signs of 
becoming a powerful influence, the leader of the pack seeks to 
step in his way.

INDIE MOVIE PREVIEW
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RUDIMENTAL IS A GENRE-HOPPING ELECTRONIC BAND 
that has been on the rise ever since its single “Feel the Love” and 
debut album Home topped the charts in the U.K. So far this year, 
the band has been keeping busy by touring around the world, 
playing its own shows and performing at big music festivals, like 
Coachella, Lollapalooza and Glastonbury.

Despite such a packed schedule, however, the band has 
also been working on new music and is expected to release its 
sophomore album by the end of this year or next. 

On a Tuesday morning, I caught up with band member Piers 
Aggett and talked about the music, Rudimental’s new record 
label and even college (or, as the British call it, “university”). 

Before meeting fellow band member Amir Amor 
and forming Rudimental, Aggett and Kesi Dryden began 
collaborating with each other early on in their music careers. 
Both raised in Hackney, England (like the rest of the band), 
they have been sharing their music ever since they were in high 
school. Although Aggett said they didn’t work as closely as they 
do now, the two began spending a lot of time in the studio while 
they were studying at Leeds Metropolitan University. They also 
began to work with DJ Locksmith at the time, by sending him 
their songs to be played on pirate radio. 

But, it wasn’t until they and band member Leon Rolle met 
Amor that they decided to form Rudimental. “When we met 
Amir, it kind of felt like we put the piece to the puzzle, and the 
music has stepped up,” said Aggett. 

Winner of the 2013 “Best Album” MOBO award and 
2013 nominees for a Mercury Prize, there’s no doubt that the 
quartet has reached a point of stardom. However, the path to 
recognition didn’t come so easily. 

“Rudimental didn’t really kick off for about four to five 
years after university,” Aggett shared, “Even then, [we had] to 
work hard, and once things happened, [we worked] harder.” 

Spending most of this year on the road performing, the 
band somehow found time to work on its second album (which 
apparently is almost finished). Aggett revealed that even when 
they have a few days off and return back home to London, the 
guys somehow still end up at the studio by the end of the first 
day. 

“You get bored, and I don’t know, we love making music,” 
he said. 

Aggett described their new album as a progression of the 
first one. It still has a lot of the drum ‘n’ bass, jungle, house and 
jazz influences that can be heard on Home, but it is a lot more 
soulful and funkier. Fans should expect more collaborations 
with well-known artists, like George Clinton and Nas, but the 
album also features a lot of unsigned talent that they plan on 
launching on their new record label. 

“We haven’t gone to work with all of the pop stars,” Aggett 
chuckled, “which was never our plan.” 

Naming the label Major Toms, Rudimental is hoping to 
create a place that is similar to Motown Records. “The label’s 

kind of an extension of the Rudimental culture and the 
Rudimental vibe, which is soulful music and good music,” said 
Aggett. “We want to launch artists that we find, like the future 
John Newman’s and Ella Eyre’s.” 

When asked about touring outside of the U.K. and away 
from home, Aggett said there isn’t much of a difference between 
playing before a British crowd and an American one.

“Our show is exciting and such a party that people and the 
fans just love to party and scream and shout and throw their 
hands in the air and sing along,” he explained. “It’s great to be in 
a place where we can attract fans wherever we go.” 

And the band does seem like they have a lot of fans from all 
over. On one Thursday night at Sound Nightclub, Rudimental 
attracted what seemed like a very worldly crowd in the heart of 
Hollywood. Many visiting Europeans and transplants made it 
out to check out the band for its DJ set, and like Aggett said, they 
were ready to party. 

Although Rudimental didn’t play live, the friendly United 
Nations-esque crowd seemed thrilled to watch the guys spin. 
A very excited visiting Italian noted how much he loved the 
quartet, as fans danced around to its music. With a live, funky 
trumpet added to the electronic beats, the DJ set was a refreshing 
breath of air, which is exactly what the U.S. music scene needs. 

If you want to get a taste of what’s to come on Rudimental’s second 
album, check out their single “Powerless,” featuring Becky Hill.

BRITISH INVASION CONTINUES 
WITH RUDIMENTAL

UK natives talk sophomore album, college & new record label.  BY J. SHADÉ QUINTANILLA

From left to right: Leon 
Rolle, Piers Aggett, Kesi 

Dryden and Amir Amor of 
Rudimental.

DANNY NORTH
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CHIMPZ AIM TO BE TOP BANANAS WITH “CALIFORNIA”
Alert the zookeeper! The Chimpz are running wild! Actually, 
Mr. Zookeeper probably already knows that L.A.’s favorite 
simian-loving rap rockers have just released a new self-titled six-
song EP. How could he not know when the effort’s first single, 
“California,” is already echoing throughout the jungle like 
Tarzan’s lusty wail. 

The band has also made a lyric video for the song, and it 
shows the home state in all its sand, sun and surf glory, while 
guitars slash and singer Artimus Prime leads the hooked-filled 
chorus of “I’ll see you when you get here/See you when you get 
to California.” 

The hit anthem is not the only big news coming out of 
Chimpz Nation; “Right to Left,” another song from the new EP, 
will be featured in the upcoming season of “Sons of Anarchy.” 
So yep, the bananas are going to be flying big time this fall.

BOILING POINT GIVES FANS MORE
Pop rock foursome Boiling Point has a hit on their hands with 
the uplifting “When You’ve Lost it All” from its new album More. 
About keeping the faith and never giving up, the band had 
just finished recording the song when tragedy struck as the 
mother of singer Eric Bjorklund and drummer Scott Bjorklund 
succumbed to cancer. Two weeks after that, one of the guy’s 
aunts died, as did one of Eric’s in-laws. 

“June 2013 derailed the band, derailed everything,” said 
Eric. “We had to come together as a family and grieve.” 

And while the loved ones will forever be missed, the band 
is back on track with 10 guitar-driven soaring rock songs 
contained in More, scheduled to drop on Sept. 16. A national 
tour that should bring the Minneapolis-based outfit to Los 
Angeles is planned for later this fall.

KNOTFEST COMING TO SAN BERNARDINO
Slipknot’s Knotfest is coming to the San Manuel Amphitheater 
in San Bernardino for a three-day stand Oct. 24-26. 

Slipknot has personally selected the 60 or so bands that’ll 
play over the course of the festival, including Anthrax, Danzig, 
Five Finger Death Punch, Fear Factory and Of Mice & Men. Also 
scheduled to appear are Volbeat, Prong, Otep, Napalm Death, 
Satyricon, Amen, Attika 7 and Immolation. 

Slipknot will be performing on Oct. 25 and 26, playing 
completely different sets each night. Additionally, everyone who 
buys a ticket will receive a digital copy of Slipknot’s new album 
when it drops later this year.

ATASH: EVERYTHING IS MUSIC
The eight-member world music group Atash is based in Austin, 
Texas, but it always had special memories of California. 

The band honed its sound touring up and down the Cali 
coast way back in 2001, and when the 9/11 terrorist attacks 
struck while they were on their way home to Austin, the 
members immediately returned to Los Angeles to play disaster 
relief shows. 

Surprisingly, Atash hasn’t played a show in the area for a 
decade now; that’ll be remedied with a show at the Mint on Sept. 
28 and another in the Multicultural Center at the University of 
Santa Barbara on Sept. 29. Fans can expect to hear plenty of 
music from the brand new album, Everything is Music.

NAAMA KATES RECORD RELEASE PARTY
Pop songstress Naama Kates is ready to release her latest effort 
Souled; it drops on Oct. 7. There’ll be a record release party 
that evening at The Complex in Atwater Village (3015 Glendale 
Blvd.) starting at 8:00 p.m. The outdoor event is free, and there’ll 
be an open bar.

HALF NOTES
CAMILLE BLOOM will be playing a show on Sept. 21 at 
Republic of Pie in North Hollywood. Bloom’s latest release is 
last year’s acoustic effort Big Dreams.

NIGHT CLUB, the L.A.-based synth pop duo, will be 
releasing a new EP called Black Leather Heart later this month. 
For an advance taste, seek out the band’s video tribute to 
grindhouse-style B-movies, “She Wants to Play with Fire.”

ROBERT SCHWARTZMAN of Rooney fame will soon be 
embarking on a nationwide “California Roll” tour where he’ll 
perform in each city for about 30 people aboard a specially 
outfitted party bus. The tour will hit L.A. on Oct. 17 and 18. 
Find details at www.californiarolltour.com 

MUSIC
The Chimpz, Slipknot’s 

Music Fest & Naama 
Kates’ Latest Album
BY KEVIN WIERZBICKI

The Chimpz’s latest 
effort, Chimpz, 
includes the popular 
“California.”

http://www.campuscircle.com
http://www.californiarolltour.com
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